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The term diaspora generally describes a phenomenon shaped by migration processes that has existed 

throughout centuries of human mobility. According to Cohen, diaspora “goes back to ancient Greece” 

to describe “scattering' and city-state colonisation practices.” (Cohen, 1997, p. 26) In migration 

glossaries and reference works, the concept refers to groups of individuals living outside their country 

or region of origin who maintain social, cultural, economic, or emotional ties to their homeland (IOM 

& EMN, 2011, p. 11). Diaspora has been categorized in several ways according to the circumstances in 

which it occurs, to clarify the extent of the concept. According to a summary of Robin Cohen’s work 

on diaspora, the concept can be categorised into five main types: 1) victim diasporas; 2) labour 

diasporas; 3) imperial diasporas; 4) trade diasporas; and 5) cultural diasporas (Martin-Luther-

Universität Halle-Wittenberg, n.d.). These classifications highlight the diverse migration contexts and 

circumstances that have led to the development of diaspora communities. Additionally, they propose 

that the term diaspora can encompass a range of migratory experiences. Diaspora, in this way, 

provides a framework for understanding how migration affects social connections, belonging, and 

settlement patterns outside of one's homeland.  

 

Throughout history, and in differing contexts, the phrase has been used to refer to labour migrants 

and trading communities, such as Greeks, Lebanese, Indians, Italians, and Turks, as well as populations 

that have been forcibly displaced, such as Jews or Africans transported through slavery. The scope and 

complexity of migration have also reshaped modern diaspora formations, particularly as increased and 

diversified migratory patterns in the new millennium have enabled diaspora communities to grow and 

gain wider recognition. The economic, political, social, and technological forces that have shaped 

modern mobility patterns have strengthened the connection between migration and diaspora 

formation, thus increasing extensive interactions, resulting in the present era’s being defined as  “age 

of migration” (Castles & Miller, 2009). Especially in the current century, it has come to embody “more 

settled expatriate communities, migrant workers temporarily based abroad, expatriates with the 
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citizenship of the receiving or destination country, dual citizens, and second-/third-generation 

migrants” (IOM/EMN Glossary on Migration, 2011, p. 11). 

Due to its historical, social, and global dimensions, diaspora has emerged as an important subject in 

the humanities, shaping migration trends and the associated practices of community, identity, and 

belonging. Building on this broad perspective, postcolonial studies reframe migration as a historically 

unequal process shaped by colonial power relations rather than as a movement. Colonial and 

postcolonial histories of migration and displacement have also shaped diaspora. As Stuart Hall points 

out, diaspora emerges through “many, continuous displacements” linked to histories of slavery, 

colonisation, and conquest, rather than through a single moment of movement. In this sense, 

diaspora reflects experiences of migration in which populations have been relocated and settled 

under unequal historical conditions, often without an original sense of territorial belonging. These 

processes have given rise to ongoing forms of cultural interaction and negotiation, described by Hall 

as “creolisations and assimilations and syncretisms.” (Hall, 1990, p. 235). 

Bhabha enriches the discourse by introducing the notion of "hybridity," suggesting that a blending of 

multiple influences characterizes cultural identity in the diaspora. He argues that the diasporic 

individual occupies a liminal space, caught between the familiar and the foreign, thereby creating a 

unique cultural synthesis that welcomes the complex interplay of cultural elements within diasporic 

communities. (Bhabha, 1994, pp. 36–39) While these dynamics are rooted in historical contexts, they 

remain relevant in contemporary Europe, where earlier colonial connections and current global 

inequalities shape present-day migration. In this context, long-term settlement following migration 

has played a central role in the formation of diaspora communities across Europe. As a result, diaspora 

communities in Europe today continue to reflect both historical legacies of displacement and new 

forms of mobility, contributing to diverse and evolving practices of belonging, identity, and community 

formation. Because of this, diaspora populations in Europe today reflect both new forms of mobility 

and historical legacies of displacement, contributing to changing practices of identification, belonging, 

and community building. The experience of the European diaspora shows that migration, settlement, 

and historical power dynamics remain connected, resulting in identities and communities that are 

continually established and reformed over time.  
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Another key characteristic of diaspora communities is their capacity to maintain a shared identity and 

sense of belonging even when geographically distant from their ancestral homeland. Nonetheless, the 

migratory and social contexts in which diaspora communities exist continually alter this feeling of 

belonging, rendering it neither stable nor permanent. The migrational context can shape the dynamics 

within diaspora communities, influencing patterns of assimilation, integration, or cultural retention. 

For instance, second- or third-generation members of a diaspora may navigate multiple cultural 

identities, negotiating their sense of belonging to both the host society and their ancestral heritage. 

This process of cultural hybridity or syncretism reflects the ongoing evolution of diaspora identities in 

response to changing social, economic, and political landscapes. 

 

To conclude, diaspora ought to be seen as a historically rich and ever-evolving framework in which 

migration, memory, power, and belonging intertwine across both time and space, rather than as a 

static state of scattering. The term illustrates the ongoing negotiation of identity, place, and 

community, shaped by colonial history, unequal mobility, and prolonged residence, rather than 

implying permanent loyalty to a single nation or a cohesive identity. Its capacity to clarify both stability 

and transformation—the preservation of social and cultural connections alongside processes of 

hybridity, adaptation, and redefinition—is what renders it so important. In contemporary contexts, 

where migration is increasingly complex and transnational, diaspora provides a critical framework for 

understanding how identities are formed across borders and generations, how belonging is claimed 

and contested, and how historical power relations continue to structure present-day experiences of 

mobility and settlement. Recognizing diaspora in this broader sense allows migration to be analysed 

not merely as movement, but as an enduring social process that reshapes communities, identities, and 

political imaginaries over time. 
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