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Hostipitality®
Ewa Antoszek (UMCS, Lublin, Poland)

The concept of hostipitality was coined by Jacques Derrida, who described it in his essay with
the same title, “Hostipitality” (2000).? The ideas he proposes in “Hostipitality” are the resultant
of Derrida’s prior interest in the ethics of hospitality, which he discusses in Of Hospitality: Anne
Dufourmantelle Invites Jacques Derrida to Respond. The “conversation” with Anne
Dufourmantelle begins his preoccupation with the situation of /’étranger — the foreigner, or the
stranger. This double — and dubious — translation of the French original leads him to the
discussion of the subtleties around the host-guest relationship and the definition of hospitality.
Consequently, in “Hostipitality” Derrida first addresses Immanuel Kant’s concept of hospitality
and then enters into a polemics about the possibility of unconditional hospitality with
Emmanuel Levinas and Martin Heidegger, or as Aleksandra Bida (2018, 123) argues, “mediates
the approaches of these two philosophers in a way that relates the self and the other through the
impossibility of absolute hospitality (completely unconditional welcome) [...].” Taking up on
Immanuel Kant’s conviction that “hospitality [...] means the right of a stranger [...] not to be
treated with hostility [...] when he arrives on someone else’s territory” (in Derrida 2000, 4),
Derrida argues that the evocation of hostility already in the definition of hospitality indicates
its dubious character. Furthermore, Derrida analyzes other conditions that are included in
descriptions of the term, namely that “hospitality is certainly, necessarily, a right, a duty, an
obligation, the greeting of the foreign other [/ autre étranger] as a friend but on the condition
that the host, the Wirt, the one who receives, lodges or gives asylum remains the patron, the
master of the household, on the condition that he maintains his own authority in his own home
[...]” (Derrida 2000, 4). Admitting that “[h]ospitality is owed to the other as stranger,” Derrida

(2000, 8) concludes: “[b]ut if one determines the other as stranger, one is already introducing

L1 first got familiar with this term through the research of Ana Maria Manzanas Calvo from the University of
Salamanca. See e.g. the EU-funded international project Hospitality and European Film (HostFilm), coordinated
by Manzanas Calvo (https://hostfilm.usal.es/. For further discussion of the concept, see the MigraMedia-keyword
“Hospitality” by Ana Maria Manzanas Calvo.

21 analyze Derrida’s concept of hostipitality in the context of Latinx immigration to the U.S. in “Immigration and
the Expanding U.S.-Mexico Border: Casa en tierra ajena (2016)”, “Hostipitality and Solidarity in Casa en tierra
ajena (2016)” (2022). I also use this concept in my analyses of border artivism and Reyna Grande’s autobiography,
respectively included in “The persuasive power of an image: hostipitality and conviviality in Ana Teresa
Fernandez’s At the Edge of Distance (2022)” and “Crossing Multiple Borders: Reyna Grande’s A Dream Called
Home. A Memoir.”
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the circles of conditionality that are family, nation, state, and citizenship.” He concludes his
discussion on the impossibility of an ideal of unconditional hospitality with the well-known
reference to limitations on hospitality: “To take up the figure of the door, for there to be
hospitality, there must be a door. But if there is a door, there is no longer hospitality. There is
no hospitable house [...]. There must be a threshold. But if there is a threshold, there is no
longer hospitality” (Derrida 2000, 4). As a result of his reflections, Derrida identifies the
potential for the hostile in hospitality and the host-guest relation. As hospitality is often tenuous
and temporary, restricted by various conditions, it often transforms quickly into hostility. The
dynamics of the hostile overtaking the hospitable makes hospitable encounters aporetic or
impossible, and it often results in the process of othering. Hence, the concept of hostipitality
reflects more aptly such encounters and relationships. In the twenty-first century, the Other —
the stranger — is usually a migrant or a refugee, and hostipitality reflects an ambivalent attitude
of societies towards guests and strangers.

In brief:

Derived from Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction of hospitality, hostipitality denotes the
paradoxical relationship between hospitality and hostility inherent in the act of receiving the
Other. While hospitality traditionally suggests openness and welcome, Derrida emphasizes that
it always contains the potential for rejection, control, and conditional acceptance. In the context
of border studies and migration narratives, hostipitality captures the contradictory dynamics of
physical, symbolic, and psychological borders, where migrants and marginalized individuals
are simultaneously invited and excluded, welcomed and surveilled, offered shelter yet denied
full belonging.
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