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In the age of technological advancements, it is not always easy to understand the effects of
digital representations in our lives. A helpful approach could be to imagine how we interacted
with the world without the presence of communication devices. The absence of the internet
decreases global participation, disrupting the democratic potential of online interaction. We
would still hear about what happens in our immediate perimeters, but our voices would face
restrictions. Further, the absence of television and radio would reshape how societies receive
information immensely and disrupt shared cultural experiences. The speed of communication
drops immediately. So is the case if the telegraph is not around. Finally, the removal of
newspapers almost ends the possibility of receiving news about events outside your close
geography at an acceptable speed. In these scenarios, the absence of specific communication
media not only influences our knowledge of the world but fundamentally reshapes our
collective understanding of current events and disrupts our personal relationship with external

reality. But today, we live in a world of instant communication, and it has its own dynamics.

Ajur Appadurai (1990), for instance, describes flows rather than fixities in the global cultural
landscape. In his work, Appadurai talks about mediascapes, and how they influence our world.
He states, ““Mediascapes’ refer both to the distribution of the electronic capabilities to produce
and disseminate information (newspapers, magazines, television stations, film pro- duction
studios, etc.), which are now available to a growing number of private and public interests
throughout the world; and to the images of the world created by these media” (Appadurai 298-
299). In a digital society, these media platforms are important for our shared experience. The
fast movement of digital representations has changed how information spreads and how we
create imagined worlds” (Appadurai 300). Our perception of the world is influenced, and our
cultural narratives are transformed by communication technologies. Appadurai's framework
invites us to consider how these flows, distributed by digital media, redefine the way we engage

with, interpret, and construct the world around us in this age of instantaneous communication.

Manuel Castells's perspective on the network society reveals a similar pattern. Castells (2004)
explores how digital communication networks define the contemporary social structure. He

says, “A network society is a society whose social structure is made of networks powered by

\\\‘t!fs,‘,r} L - & e
D P P T % VNIVERSIDAD m UMCS
B 3 \h:‘“i B ‘— +\ f =\ A
'&//d “(“C\ — Miinster NSTITUTE FOR MEDITERRANEAN STUDIES UW BSALAMANCA Tk g EET—
osh® .




Wers,, .%o
QO 25

.Q % g MigraMedia L

, ' & Migration Narratives in European Media: Teaching, Learning, and Reflecting .
‘o e . o-funded by
esh Erasmus+ Projekt 2023-1-DE01-KA220-HED-000154375 the European Union

microelectronics-based information and communication technologies” (Castells 3). With the
rise of global connectivity, information can easily cross borders and reshape how people
connect and communicate. He explains how this network constructs a more flexible and
decentered social structure where the flow of information constitutes the core of its existence
(Castells 6). Both Castells and Appadurai highlight the transformative role of technology in

shaping society.

From another perspective, an obvious quality of the internet and the abundance of digital
representations mark the transformed way knowledge is distributed. More importantly, the
democratization of voices on the internet challenges traditional gatekeepers, allowing anyone
with internet access to become a content creator and distributor. The internet and the digital age
make it possible for everyone to have a voice. Democratization of access for knowledge and

distribution of personal views are both a blessing and a curse of the internet.

But all this also results in a new condition; in an environment where the voices are heard all at
once, it can be disorienting. Jean Baudrillard's (2006) insights suggest a more problematical
aspect of the nature of digital society. With the constant flow of digital content, it is difficult to
distinguish between what's genuine and what's artificial. In this digital era, the disruption of
these communication mediums would not merely alter our knowledge of the world; it would
bring us into a realm where reality itself becomes elusive. That is why he claims that, in society
today, reality is not accessible at all. Here, representations no longer aim to depict or reflect
reality but rather construct their own hyperreal fabric. This perspective challenges the very
foundations of representation and unveils the complex connections of signs, symbols, and
simulations in shaping our understanding of the world (6). As such, Baudrillard suggests a
critical reflection on the nature of representation and its relationship to reality, as well as on the

transformative power of simulation and the digital society.

Despite its negative effects, digital representations remain a powerful tool in shaping
perceptions. They have reshaped how information circulates, how people form communities,
and how identities are constructed in an era of instantaneous connectivity. These
transformations do not occur in a vacuum, and migration is not exempt from it. Whether viewed
through transnational flows of media, the rise of virtual communities, or the contestation of
dominant narratives, the digital realm is effective in how migrants experience both their home

and host societies, and how the public at large perceives immigration.

As online platforms enable sustained connections across vast distances, it enables a sense of

continuity for those who have physically relocated. In this sense, social media do not merely
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extend communication but actively forge virtual communities. Lee Komito’s (2011) notion of
“virtual migrants” captures how low-level ambient interaction—Iliking photos, sharing updates,
or posting in group chats—mimics the familiarity of face-to-face bonds (1084). These digital
ties can help lessen migrants’ social isolation, allow them to tap into networks for employment
or relocation advice, and maintain emotional support from family and friends left behind. Yet
the same connectivity can also delay or reduce incentives for assimilation if newcomers rely

primarily on transnational virtual ties rather than forging new relationships in host communities.

Meanwhile, it should be remembered that the ways in which migrants and migration are
portrayed by the media shape public attitudes, policy debates, and, ultimately, migrant well-
being. European media often depict immigration in terms of cultural, economic, or security
“threats,” reinforcing stereotypes and heightening negative sentiment (Eberl et al. 11). Then,
digital platforms can magnify these effects when polarizing or alarmist content circulates
rapidly within online echo chambers. At the same time, however, the open nature of the internet
permits alternative voices—ranging from diaspora groups to civil society organizations—to

propose counter-narratives and offer firsthand perspectives.

In exploring how these counter-narratives function, Felicitas Macgilchrist’s (2012) concept of
“minimal politics” underscores the subtle but meaningful influence of smaller-scale digital
outlets, including blogs and independent forums. These spaces can poke “tiny fissures” into the
more monolithic portrayals of migration found on major news channels or in political rhetoric,
often by engaging in “rebutting, reflecting, and re-articulating” dominant framings
(Macgilchrist 97). While such efforts may not immediately reverse hegemonic narratives, they
continuously destabilize them, requiring additional work to preserve the status quo. As more
individuals turn to multiple online sources for information, the likelihood of encountering
alternative perspectives grows. This increase of counter-voices—whether migrant bloggers
sharing daily challenges or advocacy platforms championing migrant rights—contributes to an

ongoing negotiation of meaning, identity, and community.

Taken together, digital society and migration are deeply interdependent. Transnational
connectivity gives migrants new forms of support and a capacity to maintain social ties that
transcend national boundaries while also complicating local integration. Simultaneously, digital
and traditional media continue to play a crucial role in shaping perceptions of immigration,
either reinforcing negative stereotypes or offering spaces to contest them. The result is a fluid,
continually shifting media landscape in which the experiences of migrants, the framing of

migration, and the power of online communities all intersect. This dynamic will remain central
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to understanding how populations move, integrate, and participate in collective life—and how

societies grapple with the challenges and opportunities posed by accelerating global mobility.
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