WIS/

% MigraMedia
< & Migration Narratives in European Media: Teaching, Learning, and Reflecting

79esn® Erasmus+ Projekt 2023-1-DE01-KA220-HED-000154375

Deportation

* ¥ o
* *
* *

* *
L

Katerina Komi

(Institute for Mediterranean Studies-FORTH and University of Crete)

“Goodbye to my Juan, goodbye, Rosalita,

Adios mis amigos, Jesus y Maria;

You won't have your names when you ride the big
airplane,

All they will call you will be ‘deportees’.”
Woodie Guthrie “Deportee (Plane Wreck at Los
Gatos)” (1948)

“For John Berger, ‘the opposite of love is not to
hate but to separate’. Borders and deportation do
their best to separate. But they fail, and fail again
they must.”

Luke de Noronha, Deporting Black Britons.

Portraits of deportation to Jamaica

“NO BORDERS! NO NATIONS! STOP
DEPORTATIONS!”

Main slogan of the No Border network

In April 2024, the European Parliament plenary adopted the new EU Pact on Migration and

Asylum, facilitating and expediting expulsion procedures (Micinski 2024). Shortly after, the

British parliament passed a draft law allowing for the deportation of asylum seekers to Rwanda

(Syal et al. 2024). In the same month, former US President Donald Trump stated that if reelected

he would launch a large-scale deportation operation targeting millions of migrants, referring to

the situation as an invasion of his country. These are just a few examples of the central place

that deportation has occupied in the contemporary political agenda, despite being a highly
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controversial practice, a “legalized form of expulsion" (Walters 2010, 82), which has been
described as brutal, inhumane, illiberal, and degrading (Fekete 2005, 68; Majidi & Schuster
2019, 100; Peutz & De Genova 2010, 2).

As early as the mid-1990s, there was an increase in the number of deportations recorded
in Western countries. Since the beginning of the 21st century, this trend has intensified to the
point where it is referred to as a “deportation turn” (Gibney 2008, 146). Until then deportation
was rather rarely used by liberal/democratic states as a secondary method of controlling
migration (Gibney 2008, 147). However, it has now become a universal practice, described as
an “exceedingly normalized and standardized technique of state power” (Peutz & De Genova
2010, 6). It has become a crucial aspect of immigration policy, a tool for managing migrants
and asserting national sovereignty.

Although the legislation and terminology regarding deportations vary from state to state,
“deportation” is generally understood as the state-imposed and forced removal of unwanted
foreign nationals from a country and their transfer, against their will, either to their place of
origin or to a third country. In a global context, expulsion or removal is defined as “the act of a
state in the exercise of its sovereignty in removing an alien from its territory to a certain place
after refusal of admission or termination of permission to remain.” In the European Union it is
defined as “the enforcement of the obligation to return, namely the physical transportation out
of the EU Member State” (European Migration Network, 2018, 320). Undesirable persons for
removal include irregular (undocumented) migrants and their children, rejected asylum seekers,
and aliens who have been convicted of a crime or have been deprived of their citizenship or
have violated their conditions of stay (Majidi & Schuster 2019, 88).

Deportation policies have gained significant power in recent times, but the practice itself
is not a new phenomenon. Motivated primarily by political, military and economic factors,
deportations have been occurring for centuries. For instance, expulsions were common in the
Neo-Assyrian Empire, ancient Egypt, and the Roman Empire (Langer 2021, 11-16, 29-34); in
ancient Sparta, the practice of xenelasia, the “act of driving out foreigners” according to
Thucydides, was implemented to preserve Spartan morals uncontaminated (Figueira 2003, 47,
49). Expulsion policies as we know them today were shaped in the 19th century, when
expulsion transitioned from being “une mesure individuelle et le plus souvent guidée par des
motifs politiques, elle devient un mode de contrdle de flux migratoires de plus en plus massifs
/ an isolated measure and most often driven by political motives, to a way of controlling

increasingly massive migratory flows” (Durand 2023). In the 20th century, the practice of

2
‘\\‘\“E:rs.’d; L 2 5 iy -8 18
Sy = o . T A VNIVERSIDAD B
fS’ /d & —_ ﬁr;:ll::{s:'tat \NS"TUT; :DR ’.\ﬂED TERRANEAN STUDIES ;@‘W o B S-\LA\ ‘\\ ‘\N(“\ * $ z . U‘M.;4$

Tagsne®




WIS/ ** %

.0 % . MigraMedia L

5, ‘& Migration Narratives in European Media: Teaching, Learning, and Reflecting ey
Jesh® Erasmus+ Projekt 2023-1-DE01-KA220-HED-000154375 the European Union

deportation was widely used by totalitarian and non-totalitarian governments as a means of
control, while it has been irrevocably linked to the Nazi regime and the forcible transfer of
millions of people to concentration and extermination camps.

The association of the word “deportation” with Nazi atrocities and other practices of
totalitarian regimes, along with its negative connotations, has led to the prevalence of words
with similar meanings such as “removal,” “forced return,” and “expulsion” in official and legal
documents (European Migration Network, 2018, 320). An attempt is thus made to distinguish
between a) expulsion, which is considered a crime against humanity according to Article 7 of
the 1998 Rome Statute and refers to “the forced displacement of civilians which is prohibited
in times of occupation and non-international armed conflict” (International Organization for
Migration 2019, 450), and b) deportation, which is carried out within the context of migration
policy and is governed by the laws of each state. While every state has the sovereign right to
control the presence of foreigners on its territory, it is also obligated to adhere to principles of
international law and conventions such as the 1951 Geneva Refugee Convention and the 1984
Convention against Torture which impose restrictions on deportations (see OHCHR 2006, 1-
19). These principles are often violated by governments, security forces, and border
management agencies (like Frontex) through illegal refoulement and mass deportations, which
involve violence and violations of migrants’ rights, and sometimes even result in deaths in
detention centers, at land or sea borders, and in countries where they should not have been
returned (see, for example, Fekete 2005; Jones et al. 2020, 42-54).

Deportation has gained momentum in our time due to increasingly restrictive
immigration policies as well as issues of national sovereignty and political-economic
correlations. Concern in Western societies about security issues, which has grown after the
events of September 11, 2001, and the identification of a large proportion of migrants as
potential terrorists, amidst increased Islamophobia, xenophobia, racism and border
securitisation (Fekete 2004), have contributed to the adoption of strict deportation measures.
The criminalisation of undocumented migrants and asylum seekers, in an attempt to control
increased migration flows, and their demonisation as responsible for increased crime and
exploitation of the welfare state, under the influence of right-wing anti-immigration rhetoric,
have also contributed to the increase in the number of deportees, with deportations also being
used as a deterrent for would-be “irregular” migrants (Nyers 2019, 5). Through repeated
pressures on the nation-state due to globalization, in a period of rising nationalist perceptions,

deportation has emerged “as a paramount means of defending, enacting, and thus verifying state
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sovereignty against those who have allegedly violated the material and symbolic boundaries of
‘the nation’” (Peutz & De Genova 2010, 1-2). It is used as a building block of the nation that
serves and safeguards concepts such as national identity, homogeneity, and racial purity and
protects against the threat of Others by creating strong divisions and hierarchies between
citizens and non-citizens, natives and foreigners.

In addition, deportations are a result of the global dominance of the neoliberal cycle of
global capitalism, an economic and political system that imposes strict limitations on the
transnational/interstate movement of labor, as opposed to that of goods and capital.
Deportations help regulate surplus labor and contribute to the development of a vulnerable,
compliant, flexible, and ultimately disposable workforce (Golash-Boza 2015, 2-6). Alongside
deportations, “the protracted possibility of being deported” (Peutz & De Genova 2015, 14) as
a source of anxiety and fear for migrants also adds to their vulnerability and exploitation in a
global capitalist economy (De Genova 2002, 438-439). In this context, deportation policies
uphold a “global apartheid” that grants privileged whites unrestricted mobility while limiting
the movement and access to resources of marginalized non-whites, displacing them to countries
with limited economic opportunities and perpetuating racial and class discrimination and global

inequalities (Golash-Boza 2015, 261-265).

For those subjected to deportation policies, the consequences can be devastating. Being
rejected by the country of immigration often leads to further rejection by the country of return,
where deportees are stigmatized as criminals, migrant labor failures, and culturally
contaminated individuals; they are also blamed for social problems like increased crime and
poverty. Many deportees experience a range of negative emotions, including fear, anxiety,
uncertainty, shame, powerlessness, confusion, and fragmentation, and their mental health
severely suffers as a result. Deportation also leads to economic hardship, discrimination in the
labor and housing markets, unemployment, lack of access to social services, social exclusion,
alienation, police harassment, violence and even death. Groups such as women and LGBTQ+
individuals are particularly vulnerable as they may be forced to return to countries with high
levels of gender-based violence and racist or homophobic attitudes (for the consequences of
deportation see Khosravi 2018, 2-4, 7-8. Golash-Boza 2015, 220-255; Majidi & Schuster 2019,
98-99; Amnesty International 2017; Human Rights Watch 2020).

The only solution to the brutal policy of deportations nowadays is through organization

and resistance. Migrants, activists, collectives, autonomous anti-authoritarian groups, and
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ordinary citizens are coming together in social movements and are fighting against
displacement and exclusion policies at the local, national or international levels. Particularly
important is the mobilization of 'irregular’ migrants who, despite their precarious situations,
refuse to be marginalized and silenced. Through their actions they assert their political self-
activity, claim a central role in reviewing and transforming migration policies and pose multiple
challenges to the way the state defines concepts such as citizenship, community, and political
identity (Nyers 2010). Migrants, along with their allies in a broader field of general radical,
anti-capitalist and anti-racist agendas (Alldred 2003, 152), are building pockets of revolt
through solidarity movements, making the vision of a world without borders, exclusions,

hierarchies, and inhumane policies seem achievable.
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The issue of deportations in fiction and documentary films
Gerush (1989), dir. Avi Mograbi

Angelochek sdelay radost (1993), dir. Uzmaan Saparov
Mutters Courage (1995), dir. Michael Verhoeven

Train of Life (1998), dir. Radu Mihaileanu

Bread and Roses (2000), dir. Ken Loach

Det Nya landet (2000), dir. Geir Hansteen Jorgensen
L'afrance (2001), dir. Alain Gomis

Tvrdjava Evropa (2001), dir. Zelimir Zilnik

Ararat (2002), dir. Atom Egoyan

Happy Birthday (2002), dir. Yen Tan

The Tree That Remembers (2002), dir. Masoud Raouf

Er di (2003), Xiaoshuai Wang

Kenedi se vraca kuci (2003), dir. Zelimir Zilnik

A Silent Love (2004), dir. Federico Hidalgo

Forortsungar (2006), dir. Catti Edfeldt & Ylva Gustavsson
Tarrafal (2007), dir. Pedro Costa

The Loneliness of the Short-Order Cook (2007), dir. Marcel Sawicki
The Visitor (2007), dir. Tom McCarthy

Gerdas Schweigen (2008), dir. Britta Wauer

La forteresse (2008), dir. Fernand Melgar

The Tenant (2008), dir. Lucky Ejim

Code inconnu: Récit incomplet de divers voyages (2009), dir. Michael Haneke
Transit (2009), dir. Chris Roche
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Das Rauschen des Meeres (2010), dir. Ana Rocha Fernandes & Torsten Truscheit
lllégal (2010), dir. Olivier Masset-Depasse

El infierno (2010), dir. Luis Estrada

L'arbre et la forét (2010), Olivier Ducaste & 1Jacques Martineau
Les mains en l'air aka Hands in the Air (2010), dir. Romain Goupil
Neukolln Unlimited (2010), dir. Agostino Imondi & Dietmar Ratsch
Tony & Janina's American Wedding (2010), dir. Ruth Leitman
Two Moms Fight to Stay Together (2010), dir. Madhuri Mohindar
Wir sitzen im Stiden (2010), dir. Martina Priessner

Adama (2011), dir. David Felix Sutcliffe

Jool-tak-dong-si (2011), dir. Kyung-Mook Kim

Le Havre (2011), dir. Aki Kaurisméki

Mama Illegal (2011), dir. Ed Moschitz

Low Life (2011), dir. Nicolas Klotz

Vol spécial (2011), dir. Fernand Melgar

De Andre (2012), dir. Margreth Olin

Home Again (2012), dir. Sudz Sutherland

Mare chiuso (2012), dir. Andrea Segre & Stefano Liberti

Tu seras mon allie (2012), dir. Rosine Mfetgo Mbakam

Cookie (2013), dir. Léa Fazer

Khaytarma (2013), dir. Akhtem Seitablaev

La jaula de oro (2013), dir. Diego Quemada-Diez

A escondidas (2014), dir. Mikel Rueda

Jimmy's Hall (2014), dir. Ken Loach
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Limbo (2014), dir. Matteo Calore & Gustav Hofer

AKA Lonely (2015), dir. Ross McDonnell

Det vita folket (2015), Lisa Aschan

Trapped by Law (2015), dir. Sami Mustafa

Asylbarna: Farida (2016), dir. Ragnhild Serheim

Débarquement immédiat! (2016), dir. Philippe de Chauveron
Deportation Class (2016), dir. Carsten Rau & Hauke Wendler

East of Salinas (2016), dir. Jackie Mow & Laura Pacheco

Melanijas hronika (2016), dir. Viesturs Kairiss

See You, Lovable Strangers (2016), dir. Kim-Hong Nguyen & Tsung-lung Tsai
Kiko (2017), dir. Felix Martiz

Tigermilch (2017), dir. Ute Wieland

Toivon tuolla puolen (2017), dir. Aki Kaurismaki

Bisbee '17 (2018), dir. Robert Greene

Topo y Wera (2018), dir. Jean-Charles Hue

Waking Dream (2018), dir. Theo Rigby

Amara (2019), dir. Pierre Michelon

Chico & Rita (2019), dir. Tono Errando & Javier Mariscal & Fernando Trueba
Gegen den Strom - Abgetaucht in Venezuela (2019), dir. Sobo Swobodnik
Lingua Franca (2019), dir. Isabel Sandoval

Memory Is Our Homeland (2019), dir. Jonathan Kolodziej Durand

The Sun Is Also a Star (2019), dir. Ry Russo-Young

Tony Driver (2019), dir. Ascanio Petrini

Two Mothers (2019), Ela Roth Capone
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Belsen: Our Story (2020), dir. Tom Stubberfield

Ein bisschen bleiben wir noch (2020), dir. Arash T. Riahi
Ensilumi (2020), dir. Hamy Ramezan

Nemesis (2020), dir. Thomas Imbach

Si atunci, ce e libertatea? (2020), dir. Andrei Zinca
Sitting in Limbo (2020), dir. Stella Corradi

The Undocumented Lawyer (2020), dir. Zach Ingrasci & Chris Temple
American Exile (2021), dir. John J. Valadez

Blue Bayou (2021), dir. Justin Chon

Fearless (2021), dir. Wojciech Lorenc

Three Minutes: A Lengthening (2021), dir. Bianca Stigter
Blue/Red/Deport (2022), dir. Lina Luzyte

A Happy Day (2023), dir. Hisham Zaman

Six pieds sur Terre (2023), dir. Karim Bensalah

The Painter’s Room (2024), dir. Maria Colomer Canyelles

Dead Calm: Killing in the Med? (2024), dir. Ben Steele

Sources, networks and information against deportations
Action Against Detention and Deportations (AADD)

https://sites.eoogle.com/view/no-deportations

Organized Communities Against Deportation (OCAD)

https://www.organizedcommunities.org/
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Platform for International Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants (PICUM): Publications on

deportation
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https://picum.org/our-publications/? languages=english& full=deportation

NoBorder. NoProblem.

https://nobordernoproblem.org/

w2eu.info

https://w2eu.info/en/themes/deportation

Deportation 101: A Community Resource on Anti-Deportation Education and Organizing

https://immigrantdefenseproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/Deportation101-1-

11HiRes.pdf

AbolishFrontex

https://abolishfrontex.org/

Calais Migrant Solidarity

https://calaismigrantsolidarity.wordpress.com/videos-and-articles-2/

Right to Remain

https://righttoremain.org.uk/

Contacting Airlines About Removals/Deportations

https://righttoremain.ore.uk/toolkit/airline/

Stop Border Violence

https://www.stopborderviolence.org/

Pro Asyl

https://www.proasyl.de/en/

Droit de Rester Neuchatel — Refugees welcome

https://rester.ch/
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