
A HIST#RY
OF

AMERICAN POLITICAL

THEORIES

BY

CHARLES EDWARD MERRIAM, Ph.D.

PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE IN

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

WeiD gorft

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY

1926

Ati rights reserved



CONTENTS

CHAPTER I

The Political Theory of the Colonial Period
PAGI

1. Introductory considerations i

2. Basis of the Puritan System 2

3. Theocratic elements in Puritanism . . . j

4. The theory of the relation between church and state 7

15

23

26

27

32

36

5. Democratic elements in Puritanism

6. Puritan idea of liberty and equality

7. Conclusion as to the Puritans

8. Political ideas of the Quakers

9. The rise of democratic sentiment in the colonies

10. Summary

CHAPTER II

The Political Theory of the Revolutionary
Period

1

.

Introduction— Sources of information— Historical

considerations— Constitutional theory . . 38

2. Fundamental principles of the Revolution— Natural

rights — The social contract — Popular sover-

eignty— The right of revolution— The purpose

of government ....... 46

3. Typical Loyalist theory 63

4. Constructive theory of the Patriots

:

Monarchy and aristocracy— Doctrine of dele-

gated powers and its application ... 69

(i) Weak government; (2) Separation of

powers
; (3) Short term of office . . ^^



Xll CONTENTS

Theory and practice as to suffrage

Qualifications for office

Church and state

Source of Patriot ideas .

Conclusions

PAGa

84

8S

86

88

94

CHAPTER III

The Reactionary Movement

1. Historical considerations . . . . .

2. The Constitutional Convention and the Constitution

3. The theory of the Federalist

:

General considerations

Democracy and territorial area .

Forms of government

The division of governmental powers

The legislature— The executive —
ciary .....

Guaranties of liberty .

Conclusions

4. The theory of John Adams

:

Distrust of democracy

Theory of aristocracy .

Balance of powers

5. Summary

The judi-

96

99

103

106

107

109

116

119

125

130

137

141

CHAPTER IV

The Jeffersonian Democracy

1

.

Characteristics of the radical movement

.

2. Jefferson and natural rights .

3. Means of perpetuating the social contract

:

(i) Revolution

(2) Periodical revision of constitutions

143

147

149

150



CONTENTS XIU

4. Attitude toward monarchy

5. Attitude toward aristocracy .

6. Analysis of JefFersonian democracy

7. Comparison between Adams and Jeflferson

8. Sources of Jeiferson's tlieory .

9. Conclusions

10. Summary of the epoch ....

PAGE

IS3

1 54

157

161

167

171

173

CHAPTER V

The Jacksonian Democracy

1. Introductory considerations ....
2. The development of the executive power

In the national government

In the states ......
3. The spoils system and rotation in office .

4. Abolition of property qualifications for office-holding

and suffrage

5. Religious liberty

6. Democratization of the judiciary .

7. Summary of political changes

8. Reactionary tendencies in political theory

176

178

178

183

184

188

193

197

199

200

CHAPTER VI

The Political Theory of the Slavery

Controversy

Introduction 203

The Anti-slavery Theory

1

.

The theory of the radical abolitionists . . . 206

2. The philosophic argument 217

3. Lincoln's argument 221

4. Conclusion 226



XIV CONTENTS

The Pro-slavery Argument

1. Introduction 227

2. Theory of inequality ...... 229

3. Theory of natural rights 231

4. Concept of liberty . 234

5. Relation between superior and inferior races . . 236

6. Slavery and democracy...... 240

7. Conclusions ........ 246

General conclusions on the slavery controversy . . 248

CHAPTER VII

Political Theory in Relation to the Nature

OF THE Union

Introduction 352

1. The compromise theory . . . . -253
At the time of the adoption of the Constitution . 257
Down to 1830 258

Madison's theory of the genesis of the Union . 259
2. The state-sovereignty theory 265

Tucker's contract theory 266

Calhoun's theory of nullification.... 268

The theory of secession 278

3. The Nationalist theory 284
Webster's theory 284
The later Nationalists 290
Burgess's theory 299

4. Summary of the arguments 302

CHAPTER VIII

Recent Tendencies

1

.

General characteristics of recent theory . . . 305
2. Attitude toward the contract theory . . . y^i



CONTENTS XT!

rAGE

3. Natural rights 309

4. Civil liberty 311

5. Functions of the state 3'S

6. The separation of governmental powers . . . 322

7. Distinction between state and government . . 325

8. Modern democracy 3^7

9. Sociological contributions 3^9

10. Conclusions 33^

CHAPTER IX

Conclusion 334


