
PHILIP T. GRIER 

Department of Philosophy, Northwestern University 

MARXIST 

ETHICAL THEORY 

IN THE 

SOVIET UNION 

D. REIDEL PUBLISHING COMPANY 

DORDRECHT : HOLLAND I BOSTON: U.S.A. 

LONDON:ENGLAND 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PREFACE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

CHAPTER ONE / MARXISM AND ETHICAL THEORY: A BRIEF 

HISTORY 

1. Introduction 
2. Feuerbachian and Marxian humanism 
3. Engels, Kautsky, and neo-Kantian ethical theory 
4. Marx and Hegelian ethical theory 

CHAPTER TWO / SOVIET PHILOSOPHY: THE AMBIGUOUS 

ix 

XVIi 

3 
11 
31 

INHERIT ANCE OF MATERIALISM 40 
1. Introduction 40 
2. Feuerbachian materialism as a critique of Hegel 41 
3. Marxian naturalism and materialism 47 
4. Engels, Plekhanov, and Lenin on dialectical materialism 53 
5. Dialectical materialism and the critique of dialectical idealism 

in Soviet thought 60 

CHAPTER THREE / THE ORIGINS OF SOVIET ETHICAL 

THEORY 

CHAPTER FOUR / ETHICAL THEORY AND ITS OBJECT, 

MORALITY 

1. Morality as an aspect of social consciousness 
2. The science of ethics and its object 
3. Universal norms and class nonns of morality 

CHAPTER FIVE / DISCUSSIONS OF VALUE THEORY IN 

68 

86 
86 
97 

106 

SOVIET MARXISM III 
1. The origins of the discussion and the distinction of value 

from fact III 

vii 



viii TABLE OF CONTENTS 

2. Analyses of value 
3. Value judgments and truth 
4. Good and evil 
5. Conclusion: Soviet theories of value and metanormative 

naturalism 

CHAPTER SIX / SOCIETY AND THE INDIVIDUAL 

1. Social utilitarianism 
2. The concept of interest 
3. Duty, responsibility, and freedom 
4. Patriotism 

CHAPTER SEVEN / HISTORICAL PROGRESS AND INTRINSIC 

II7 
126 
130 

133 

136 
136 
143 
150 
155 

VALUE 159 
1. The problem of a criterion of progress in Soviet philosophy 159 
2. The criterion of progress in Marx's philosophy of history 167 
3. Philosophy of history and cosmology in Marx 173 
4. Cosmos and value, society and progress 181 

CHAPTER EIGHT I SOVIET CRITICISMS OF 'BOURGEOIS' 

ETHICAL THEORY 
1. Kantian ethics and Soviet deontological theories 
2. The influence of Hegel on Soviet ethical theory 
3. The critique of neopositivist ethical theory 
4. The critique of existentialist ethical theory 

CHAPTER NINE I CONCLUSIONS 

REFERENCES 

APPENDIX 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

INDEX 

187 
187 
196 
205 
210 

214 

222 

253 

259 

272 


