A History of
Women Philosophers

Volume II
Medieval, Renaissance and Enlightenment

Women Philosophers
A.D. 500-1600

Edited by
MARY ELLEN WAITHE

University of Minnesota

Kluwer Academic Publishers
Dordrecht / Boston / London



Contents

Chronological Table

Acknowledgements

Introduction to Volume II, by Joan Gibson and
Mary Ellen Waithe

IL.

III.
Iv.

IL.

III.

Murasaki Shikibu, by Mary Ellen Waithe
Introduction
Background

1. Shinto

2. Buddhism

3. Philosophical Evolution
4. Women

Biography

Writings

1. Ukifune

2. Existentialism
Summary

Hildegard of Bingen, by Elisabeth Gossmann — translated
from the German by Katherine Best with additional transla-
tions from the Latin by Laura Dolby

Biography

Works

1. Liber Scivias

2. Liber Vitae Meritorum

3. Liber Divinorum Operum

4. Writings on Nature

5. Other Works

The Special Nuances of Hildegard’s Image of God and of
the Human Being

xii
XV
Xix

AN B W W = e

12
13
24

27

27
31
33
40
43
46
50
51



vi

V.

IL.

III.

Iv.

IL

III.

Iv.

IL

II.

II.

Contents

. The Image of God

. The Human Being as God’s Image
. Gender Symbolism

. The Strength of Female Weakness
. Woman and Wisdom

. The Weakness of Male Strength
Conclusion

AN W B W N -

Heloise, by Mary Ellen Waithe

Biography

Heloise the Scholar

1. Intellectual Background

2. Authenticity of Epistolae and Problemata
Philosophy

1. Philosophy of Love

2. Material and Moral Responsibility

3. Views on Marriage

Summary

Herrad of Hohenbourg, by Joan Gibson
Introduction

Hortus Deliciarum

Philosophical Contributions

1. Cosmology

2. The Nature of Philosophy

Summary

Beatrice of Nazareth, by Cornelia Wolfskeel
Biography

1. Early Mystical Experiences

2. Trinitarian Visions

3. Love of God and Love of Self in the Visions
Works

1. The Seven Modes of Sacred Love

2. Lost Works

Conclusion

Mechtild of Magdeburg, by Joan Gibson
Background
Biography

51
53
54
56
57
58
59

67
67
68
68
70
73
73
77
78
81

85
85
86
90
90
91
95

99

99
100
101
101
103
103
107
111

115
115
116



1.
Iv.

VL

VIL
VIII.

II.

III.

Iv.

II.

III.

Contents

Works

Influences

Metaphysics and Cosmology

1. Creation

2. Relation of Creation to God

3. The Image of God

4. Union

Anthropology and Epistemology
1. Senses and Knowledge

2. The Progression of Knowledge
3. Discernment and Recognition
4. The Interdependence of the Forms of Knowledge
Ethics

Summary

Hadewych of Antwerp, by Cornelia Wolfskeel
Background

Biography

Hadewych’s Doctrine

1. Hadewych’s Concept of God
2. Hadewych’s Concept of Man
Works

1. Visions

2. Letters

3. Poems

Conclusion

Birgitta of Sweden, by Cornelia Wolfskeel
Biography

1. Asceticism

2. Political Activity

3. Education

Birgitta’s Writings

1. Relevationes

2. Sermo Angelicus

3. The Orationes

Birgitta’s Doctrine

1. Historical Background of Birgitta’s Mariology
2. Birgitta’s Doctrine on Mary

3. Concept of God

vii
117
119
122
122
123
124
126
127
127
129
130
130
131
132

141
141
143
145
145
146
147
147
154
160
160

167
167
168
169
171
172
172
173
175
176
176
179
184



viii

Iv.

IL

uig

Iv.

10.

IL.

III.

Contents

4. Birgitta’s Doctrine on the Trinity
S. Concept of Human Nature

6. Political Thought

Summary

Julian of Norwich, by Elizabeth N. Evasdaughter

Biography

The Nature of Knowledge

1. The Possibility of Knowing God
2. What Can be Known of God

3. Knowing Through Christ

The Sources of Religious Knowledge
1. Visions and Certainty

2. The Church as a Source of Truth
3. Reason as a Source of Knowledge
The Limits of Knowledge

1. Incompleteness

2. Discouragement

3. Other Human Imperfections

4. “Not Showns”

Concluding Remarks

1. On the Value of Knowledge

2. On Julian’s Influence

3. On a Further Research Agenda

4. Summary

Catherine of Siena, by Cornelia Wolfskeel
Biography

Doctrine of Catherine of Siena

. Love and Free Will

. Freedom and Grace

. Virtue and Salvation

The Importance of Intelligence and Reason
. The Role of Divine Providence

. The Perfection of the Soul

. The Doctrine of Tears

. The Christian Virtues

. Poverty as a Spiritual Virtue

10. Suffering

The Writings of Catherine of Siena

1. Letters

O

185
186
187
189

191
191
194
194
195
199
203
203
208
209
213
213
214
215
215
217
217
217
218
219

223
223
228
228
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
238
238



Contents

2. Il Dialogo
3. The Orazioni

IV. Summary
11.  Oliva Sabuco de Nantes Barrera, by Mary Ellen Waithe
I Background
1. Galen
2. 16th Century Spanish Medicine
3. Juan Huarte de San Juan
4. Gomez Pereyra
II.  Biography
III.  Influence
IV.  Writings
1. Self-Knowledge
2. Cosmology, Metaphysics and Medicine
3. Imagination
4. Moral Psychology and Medicine
S. Philosophy of Medicine
V. A Question of Authorship
12.  Marie le Jars de Gournay, by Beatrice H. Zedler
L Biography
II.  Literary Works
III.  Philosophical Works
1. Editions of Montaigne’s Essays
2. Essays on Morality
3. Feminist Essays
IV.  Conclusion
13.  Roswitha of Gandersheim, Christine Pisan, Margaret
More Roper and Teresa of Avila, by Mary Ellen Waithe
L Introduction
II.  Roswitha of Gandersheim
ITII.  Christine Pisan
IV. Margaret More Roper
V. Teresa of Avila
VI.  Conclusions
Bibliography

Index

X
239

252
254

261
261
261
262
262
263
263
264
265
267
268
272
273
274
278

285
285
290
293
293
296
299
303

309

309
310
312
314
314
316

319
341





