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PREFACE

WHEN Peter Ohlin of Oxford University Press first approached me in 2011 about
submitting a proposal for this Handbook of Japanese Philosophy, my first thought was
that it was indeed high time for such a volume to be produced. The timing was espe-
cially fortuitous, given the impending publication of Japanese Philosophy: A Sourcebook
(2011), edited by James Heisig, Thomas Kasulis, and John Maraldo, which would for the
first time make accessible in a single volume a wide selection of key texts in translation
from the entire history of philosophical thinking in Japan. In the belatedly burgeoning
field of Japanese philosophy, what was called for next, it seemed to me, was a Handbook
that would, in effect, complement the Sourcebook. That is to say, what was called for was
a collection of interpretive elucidations and critical engagements with a selection of the
most important topics, figures, schools, and texts from the entire history of philosoph-
ical thinking in Japan.

My second thought, however, was how daunting the task of producing such a
Handbook would be. As I began to envision the range of material that would need to
be covered and to draft a table of contents, I quickly realized that the project could be
done properly only if I were able to assemble a veritable “dream team” of contributors.
In the end, after just a bit of groveling and arm twisting, almost every one of the scholars
I contacted on account of their unparalleled expertise and acumen graciously agreed
to collaborate. Although I regret not having been able to include in this project a few
other established and upcoming scholars, I am very grateful to those who contributed
for carving time out in their busy schedules and for their willingness to work closely
with me on what has, I think, turned out to be a remarkably coherent and comprehen-
sive volume. They proved willing to write not just outstanding articles that could each
be savored independently but, moreover, articles that were contentiously composed as
chapters with the vision of the volume as a whole in mind.

Japanese philosophy is now a flourishing field, with thriving societies, conferences,
and journals dedicated to it in North America and Europe as well as in Japan—not to
mention an ever-growing library of translations, books, and articles. However, it is still a
relative newcomer on the academic landscape. In particular, after having long been con-
fined to fields such as Asian Studies and Religious Studies, it is still finding its legs in the
field of Philosophy. Accordingly, it seemed exigent to begin this Handbook with an ex-
tensive introductory chapter that addresses head-on the many complex and controver-
sial issues enfolded in the deceptively simple question, “What is Japanese Philosophy?”

One of the main questions addressed in the Introduction is that of the semantic
and historical range of “Japanese philosophy” Of course, the material presented in the




