
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
INDIAN PHILOSOPHIES 

Samkhya 

A Dualist Tradition in 

Indian Philosophy 

EDITED BY 

GERALD JAMES LARSON 
AND 

RAM SHANKAR BHATTACHARYA 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS 
Princeton, NewJersey 



Copyright 1987 by Princeton University Press 

Published by Princeton University Press, 41 William Street, 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

In the United Kingdom: Princeton University Press, Guildford, Surrey 

AlJ Rights Reserved 

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data will 
be found on the last printed page on this book 

ISBN: 0-691-07301-5 

This book has been composed in India by Shantilal Jain at 
Shri Jainendra Press, A-45, Naraina, Phase I, New Delhi 110028 

Clothbound editions of Princeton University Press books are 
printed on acid-free paper, and binding materials are 

chosen for strength and durability 

Printed in the United States of America 
by Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey. 



Contributors: 

Dayanand Bhargava, Department of Sanskrit, University of Jodhpur 
(Rajasthan), India 

Kalidas Bhattacharya, Department of Philosophy, Visva-Bharati 
University, Santiniketan (Bengal), India 

Harsh Narain, Department of Philosophy, University of Lucknow 
(UP), India 

Kapil Deo Pandey, Department of Sanskrit, Arya Mahila Degree 
College, Lahuravir Chowmuhani, Varanasi (UP), India 

Sangamlal Pandey, Department of Philosophy, Allahabad University, 
Allahabad (UP), India 

Karl H. Potter, Department of Philosophy, University of Washington, 
Seattle, USA 

Anima Sen Gupta, Department of Philosophy, Patna University, Patna 
(Bihar), India 

Prabal Kumar Sen, Department of Philosophy, University of Calcutta 
(Bengal), India 

Raghunatha Sharma, Sampurnananda Sanskrit University, Varanasi 
(UP), India 

Shiv Kumar Sharma, Department of Sanskrit, University of Poona, 
Poona (Maharashtra), India 

Esther A. Solomon, Department of Sanskrit, University of Gujarat, 
Ahmedabad (Gujarat), India 

Kedaranatha Tripathi, College of Oriental Learning, Banaras Hindu 
University, Varanasi (UP), India 



CONTENTS 

PREFACE xi 

PART ONE : 
INTRODUCTION TO THE PHILOSOPHY OF 
SAMKHYA (Gerald James Larson) 

The History and Literature of Samkhya 3 
I. Proto-Samkhya and Pre-Karika-Samkhya 3 

II. TheSamkhyaTextualTradition 14 
Karika-Saipkhya and Patanjala-Samkhya 18 
Karika-Kaumudi-Samkhya 29 
Samasa-Samkhya 32 
Sutra-Samkhya 35 

The Philosophy of Samkhya 43 
Preliminary Remarks 43 

I. Samkhya as Enumeration 48 
II. Samkhya as Process Materialism 65 

III. Samkhya as Contentless Consciousness 73 
IV. Samkhya as Rational Reflection 83 

PART TWO : 
SUMMARIES OF WORKS 

1. Kapila 107 
2. Asuri 107 
3. Pancasikha 113 
4. Sastitantra 125 
5. Paurika 129 
6. Pancadhikarana 129 
7. Patanjali (the Samkhya teacher) 129 
8. Varsaganya 131 
9. Vindhyavasin 141 

10. Madhava 147 
11. Isvarakrsna 149 

Samkhyakarika (Karl H. Potter·, Gerald J. Larson) 149 
12. Patanjali (the Yoga teacher) 165 
13. Suvarnasaptati (G.J. Larson) 167 
14. Samkhyavrtti [Esther A. Solomon) 179 
15. Samkhyasaptativrtti (E. A. Solomon) 193 
16. Gaudapada 209 

Samkhyakarikabhasya {G. J. Larson) 210 



Vlll CONTENTS 

17. Vyasa, or Vedavyasa 225 
18. Yuktidipikii (Raghunatha Sharma, Dayanand Bhargava, 

and Shiv Kumar Sharma) 227 
19. ]ayamarigalii (Ram Shankar Bhattacharya) 271 
20. Sarpkara 289 
2l. Miitharavrtti (Harsh Narain) 291 
22. Vacaspati Misra I 301 

Tattvakaumudi (G. ]. Larson) 301 
Tattvavaisiiradi 312 

23. Bhojaraja 313 
24. Tattvasamiisasiltra 315 
25. Kramadipikii (Anima Sen Gupta) 321 
26. Siiznkhyasiltra 327 
27. Aniruddha 333 

SiiTflkhyasiltravrtti (G.]. Larson) 333 
28. Vijfianabhik~u 375 

SiiTflkhyapravacanabhii~ya (Sangamlal Pandey) 376 
SiiTflkhyasara (R. S. Bhattacharya) 401 
Yogaviirttika, YogasiirasaTflgraha 412 

29. BhavagaI,leSa 413 
Tattvayiithiirthyadipana (Kapil Deo Pandey) 413 

30. Mahadeva Vedantin 417 
3l. Svayarpprakasayati 419 

GUl}atrayaviveka (R. S. Bhattacharya) 419 
32. N ara yaI,la tirtha 421 

SiiTflldryacandrikii (A. Sen Gupta) 421 
33. Nagoji Bhatta 429 
34. Varpsidhara Misra 431 

Tattvavibhiikara (Kedaranatha Tripathi and R. S. Bhattacharya) 431 
35. Simananda 443 

SiiTflkhyatattvavivecana (A. Sen Gupta) 443 
36. Sarvopakiiril}itikii (K. D. Pandey) 445 
37. SiiTflkhyasiltravivaral}a (A. Sen Gupta) 447 
38. Kaviraja Yati 449 
39. Mm;lumba Narasirphasvamin 451 

SiiTflkhyataruvasanta (R. S. Bhattacharya) 451 
40. Raghunatha Tarkavagisa 459 
4l. Devatirtha Svamin 461 
42. Taranatha Tarkavacaspati 463 

Upodghiita (R. S. Bhattacharya) 463 
43. Narendranatha Tattvanidhi 465 
44. Bharati Yati 467 

Tattvakaumudivyiikhya (E. A. Solomon) 467 
45. Pramathanatha Tarkabhii~aI,la· 473 

Amalii (Kalidas Bhattacharya) 473 



C O N T E N T S  I X  

46. Krsnanatha Nyayapancanana 487 

Avaranavarini (K. D. Bhattacharya) 488 

47. Hariprasada 501 

SamkhyasUtravrtti (R. S. Bhattacharya) 501 

48. Balarama Udasina 509 

Vidvattosini (R. S. Bhattacharya) 509 

49. Pancanana Tarkaratna 521 

Puniima (K. D. Bhattacharya) 521 

50. Kunjavihari Tarkasiddhanta 545 

Tattvabodhini (Prabal Kumar Sen) 545 

51. Krsnavallabh acarya 551 

Kiranavali {R S. Bhattacharya) 551 

Samkhyakarikabhasya (A. Sen Gupta) 554 

52. Rajesvara Sastrin Dravida 559 

Tattvakaumuditika (R. S. Bhattacharya) 559 

53. Ramesaeandra TarkatIrtha 563 

Gunamayi (K. D. Bhattacharya) 563 

54. Kalipada Tarkaearya 577 

Saraprabha (R. S. Bhattacharya) 577 

55. Hariharananda Aranya 581 

Samkhyatattvaloka (R. S. Bhattacharya) 581 

56. Harirama Sukla 591 

Susama (R. S. Bhattacharya) 591 

57. Sivanarayana Sastrin 599 

Sarabodhini (A. Sen Gupta) 599 

58. Naraharinatha 611 

59. Sitarama Sastri 613 

60. Brahmamuni 615 

61. Kesava 617 

62. Krsna Misra 617 

63. Samkhyaparibhasa 617 

64. Μ. V. Upadhyaya 619 

65. Sri Rama Pandeya 621 

NOTES 623 

INDEX 661 


