
LON DON •  OXFORD •  NEW YORK •  NEW DELHI •  SY DN EY

iii

Confucianism in China
An Introduction

TONY SWAIN

Bloomsbury Academic

An imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc

  



vii

Contents

List of illustrations x

Notes on pronunciation, translation, and Chinese dynasties xi

PART ONE Introductory chapters 1

1 On Confucianism and religion 3

“Confucianism” 5

“Religion” 11

Religion, religious tradition, or Way? 19

2 The Way of the Ru 23

Doctrine 24

Learning 32

Ritual 39

PART TWO The First Epoch: Zhou to Han dynasties 49

3 A history of sages 51

A mythology of sage- kings 53

Kongzi and the return to ritual 58

The single thread 60

Transmitting the Way 64

Guodian 68

4 Two paths: mysticism and ritual 73

The influence of rival philosophies 73

Mengzi on our innate goodness 76

Nourishing the heart and mind 78

Xunzi contra Mengzi 83

Heaven and the sage 86

The joyous dance of the Ru 88

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contentsviii

viii

5 From ritual masters to Classicists 95

Unification and the canon 97

The Imperial Academy 100

The Five Classics 102

Correlative cosmology 108

Dong Zhongshu 110

Omens, abdications, and usurpers 112

The Later Han 116

PART THREE The Second Epoch: Song to Qing dynasties 119

6 Learning of the Dao 121

Disunion, Daoism, and Buddhism 122

The Tang prelude to revival 124

The empire of the Ru 127

Turning inward 131

The founders of Way Learning 133

Zhu Xi’s “great completion” 136

Human nature and self- cultivation 139

7 The Principle of the heart and mind 145

Orthodoxy and dissent 146

Wang Yangming 149

Heresies of the heart- mind 154

Returning to the evidence 159

PART FOUR The Third Epoch: Modern China 167

8 The Great Unity 169

Jesus’s little brother condemns the Ru 170

Kang Youwei’s Great Unity 174

Kongzi’s religion 179

New culture, new Ru 182

The Ru underground 187

Kongzi for fascists 190

The Helmsman and the Sage 196

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contents ix

ix

9 New Ru Learning 203

The invention of New Ru Learning 203

The mind of Xiong Shili 206

A declaration to the world 211

Mou Zongsan encounters Immanuel Kant 214

The return of the repressed 221

10 A spirit without a body 227

The kingly way of Jiang Qing 229

The varieties of state- Ru relationship 233

Ru religion revisited 238

A spirit without a body 241

Taking it to the people 244

Kongzi for mass consumption 249

Conclusion 254

Glossary 261

References 265

Index 287

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x

Illustrations

Figure 1 “Festival or Sacrifice in Honor of Confucius” 15

Figure 2 A late nineteenth- century classroom 36

Figure 3 White Deer Grotto Academy 38

Figure 4 Altar of Heaven 45

Figure 5 Portrait of Kongzi 57

Figure 6 The Four Associates 65

Figure 7 Mengzi’s Temple 82

Figure 8 Burning the books and burying the Ru 98

Figure 9 Fuxi inventing the trigrams 106

Figure 10 Stone Classics 115

Figure 11 Examination cells in Beijing, 1899 128

Figure 12 Taiji diagram 134

Figure 13 Classics- inscribed underwear 143

Figure 14 Lady Tang breastfeeding her mother- in- law 161

Figure 15 Sacrifice to Heaven in the early Republic 181

Figure 16 Criticize Kongzi 201

Figure 17 Kongzi in Tiananmen Square 228

Figure 18 Statue of Kongzi with arms open to the “Chinese Dream” 237

Figure 19 Kongzi’s birthday ceremony, Qufu 240

Figure 20 Chanting the Classics 246

Figure 21 Kongzi movie poster 251

Figure 22 Logo of the Chinese Church of Kongzi 258

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


