Contents

Introduction: Neo-Confucianism in History I

The New World of the Eleventh Century:
750 and 1050 Compared 7

Foreign Relations 10

North and South 15

Commerce and Urbanization 23
Social Change 30

Searching for a New Foundation in the

Eleventh Century 43

Literati Opinion and the Civil Service Exaninations 44
The Classics in the Examinations / 46 Examination
Learning as Wen-xue /49 The Ancient Style (Gu-wen)
in Writing and the Attack on Examination Learning / 52

Taking Apart the Tang Model of Antiguity 57
The Tang Model: Heaven-and-Earth, Antiquity, and
Empire / 58 Challenging the Tang Model / 61 Some
Signs of Common Ground / 65 Learning and the Self
Reconceived / 69

The New Policies: 1.egislating a System 72



A

Contents

The Neo-Confucians
Neo-Confucians and Confucians 78
An Excternal Reading of the Internal History 83

Neo-Confucianism in South and North in Yuan / 9o
Nco-Confucianism and the Imperial State During the
Ming / 95 Neo-Confucianism as Philosophy,
Neo-Confucianism as Culture / 100

Approaches and Qnestions 108
Appendrix 112

Politcs
The Question of Antocracy 117
The Rhbetoric of Empire 119

Earlv Imperial Models for Rulers and Ministers / 122
Questioning Imperial Authority in Northern Song / 125

Neo-Confucianism and Politics 128

Challenging the Imperial Claim to Moral Authority / 129
The Neo-Confucian Ruler / 133

The Neo-Confucian Mission and the Literat; 138

A Facton and a Fellowship / 138 Learning as Politics / 140
A Vision of the Social Order / 141

The Later Tuperial State and Neo-Confucianism: The Significance
of the Early Ming 144

Learning
Neo-Confucian Learning as Theory and Practice 153
“Heaven-and-Earth," Civilization, and the Human Condition 160

“Heaven-and-Earth” as g/ and 4 / 160  Antiquity and
Sages / 168 The Human Conditdon / 170

L earning as the Solution, 1 earning as the Problem 172
Learning How to Learn and Thinking for Oneself / 177

The Revival of Disconrsing on Learning During the Ming 184

78

115

153



Contents x1

6 Belief 194
The Problen: of Judgment and Motivation 195
Unity as Belief 197
The Unity of the Cosmos / 200  The Unity of Society

in Antdquity / 202 The Unity of Doctrine / 204  The
Unity of the Mind / 211

7 Society 218
Creating a Choice in Literati Learning in Song and Yuan 220
A New Curriculum / 226  The Academies / 229
An Alternative for the Family in Song and Yuan 236
Literati Voluntarism and Community in Song and Ynan 246
From Voluntarism to Legislation: The Ming Founding 256
The Great Revival and the Return of 1 oluntarism 261

Afterword: China’s History and Neo-Confucianism 271

Reference Matter

Notes 281
Bibliography 319
Character List 353

Index 359



