
Contents

List of abbreviations...................................................................................  13

1 From Byzantine studies to Byzantine philosophy.......................  15

1.1 Development of Byzantine philosophy................................................. 17

1.2 Basil Tatakis and his scientific achievements.......................................  24

1.3 A groundbreaking monograph in the Byzantine philosophy.............  29

1.4 Byzantine philosophy in Slovakia and Slavic context ..........................  32

2 Content and character of Byzantine philosophy.........................  37

2.1 The term “Byzantine philosophy” .........................................................  37

2.2 Contents of Byzantine philosophy......................................................... 38

2.3 Basic principles of Byzantine philosophy.............................................  43
2.3.1 Cosmology ....................................................................................  43
2.3.2 Difference between created and uncreated reality......................... 44
2.3.3 Participation of creation in Divine energies ................................. 46
2.3.4 God and human freedom..............................................................  47
2.3.5 Being and nonbeing......................................................................  50

3 Historical background of the origin of the Byzantine
philosophy...................................................................................  51

3.1 The beginning of the Byzantine period................................................. 51

3.2 The term “Byzantine Empire” ................................................................  53

3.3 The Byzantine Empire as a successor of the Roman Empire...............  55

3.4 Cultural contributions of the Byzantine Empire..................................  57

http://d-nb.info/1172362483


4 Historical milestones of Byzantine philosophy..........................  61

4.1 The birth of Byzantine philosophy...................................................... 61

4.2 Byzantine philosophy after the Byzantine Empire ............................. 67

4.3 Periodization of Byzantine philosophy...............................................  69

5 The contact of ancient philosophy and Christian thought...  75
5.1 Hellenism and Christianity .................................................................  84

5.2 The attitude of Christian thinkers toward ancient philosophy.......... 89

5.3 Gnosticism............................................................................................  93

5.4 Alexandrian school............................................................................... 95
5.4.1 Clement of Alexandria................................................................  99
5.4.2 Origen..........................................................................................  108

5.4.2.1 Origenism and anti-Origenism....................................  120

5.5 School of Antioch ................................................................................. 122

5.6 Synthesis of two methods of interpretation........................................  127

6 Byzantine philosophy and Greek patristics................................. 131

6.1 Dialectics of ancient philosophy and Christian thought...................  133

6.2 Periodization of Greek patristics and forming of Byzantine
philosophy.............................................................................................  137

6.3 Period from 90 to 313...........................................................................  139

6.4 Period from 313 to 451.........................................................................  139

6.5 Period from 451 to 680.........................................................................  153

6.6 Period from 681 to 843.........................................................................  158

6.7 Period from 843 to 1054 ......................................................................  162

6.8 Period from 1054 to 1204 ....................................................................  168

6.9 Period from 1204 to 1453



7 Restoration of Byzantine neptic thought tradition................ 179
7.1 Philokalic movement............................................................................ 182

7.2 Macarius Notaras-founder of Philokalism ......................................  183

7.3 Paisius Velichkovsky and Slavic Philokalic renewal...........................  187

8 Conclusion ...............................................................................................  193

Bibliography...................................................................................  195

Indexes............................................................................................. 219


