Giovanni Reale

A History of Ancient Philosophy

IV. The Schools of the Imperial Age

EDITED AND TRANSLATED FROM THE FIFTH ITALIAN EDITION

John R. Catan

State University of New York Press



Table of Contents

Foreword xvii

Preface to the American Edition Xxiii

Translator's Preface XXV
First Part

THE FINAL DEVELOPMENTS AND THE DISSOLUTION
OF THE PERIPATETIC SCHOOL AND
THE GREAT HELLENISTIC SCHOOLS

First Section

THE REDISCOVERY OF THE ESOTERIC WORKS OF ARISTOTLE,
NEO-ARISTOTELIANISM, AND THE LIMITS OF ITS
HISTORICAL-PHILOSOPHICAL IMPORTANCE.

. The Two-Century Eclipse of the Peripatos in the Hellenistic Age 7
¥ L_',rmn
2. Hieronymus of Rhodes
3. Ariston of Ceos (Keos)
4. Critolaus of Phaselis
5. Diodorus of Tyre

Il. The Rediscovery of the Esoteric Writings of Aristotle, the Great
Edition of Andronicus of Rhodes, and the Slow Rebirth of Aristotelian
Philosophy in the First Century before the Common Era 11

1. The misadventures of the esoteric writings of Aristotle and their
publication

2. The criteria followed by Andronicus of Rhodes in his edition of the
Corpus Aristotelicum

3. The exponents and tendencies of Peripatetic philosophy in the first
century before the Common Era

III. The New Course of Aristotelianism in the First Two Centuries
of the Common Era 21
1. The consolidation and diffusion of the commentary genre
concerning the esoteric works
2. The Platonic and Middle Platonic influences on the
Aristotelianism of the Common Era

IV. The Neo-Aristotelianism of Alexander of Aphrodisias 27
1. The cornerstones of the metaphysics of Alexander and
their significance
2. The doctrine of Nous and its novelty




viii | Table of Contents

3. The presence of a mystical component in the metaphysics of
Alexander

Second Section
THE FINAL TESTIMONY OF THE FOLLOWERS OF

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE GARDEN AND THE
WORDS OF EPICURUS INCISED IN STONE

. The Revival of Epicureanism in the First Two Centuries
of the Common Era 37
1. Testimony concerning the vitality and diffusion of the
philosophy of the Garden in the Imperial Age
2. The permanent stability of the teachings of Epicureanism
and the accentuation of its characteristics as a secular religion
3. The prestige achieved by Epicurus and the Epicureans
in the Imperial Age

II. Diogenes of Oenoanda 45
1. The portico constructed by Diogenes of Oenoanda
and its purpose
2. The exposition of the physical doctrines
3. The exposition of the ethics

III. The Dissolution of Epicureanism 49
Third Section

THE REBIRTH OF THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE
PORCH AT ROME AND NEO-STOICISM

L._Final Phase of the Stoa 33

L. The vitality and diffusion of Stoicism in the Imperial Age
> The ol i e e

Il. Seneca 57
1. The characteristics of the thought of Seneca
2. God and the Divine
3. The conception of man
4. Conscience
5. Will
6. The sense of sin
7. The equality of all human beings and mutual love
8. The purported relationship between Seneca and St. Paul

III. Musonius Rufus 69
1. The accentuation of the practical aspect of philosophy




2. Practice as the actuation of virtue and goodness
3. New starting points

IV. Epictetus, the Slave Philosopher 75
1. The characteristics of the Stoicism of Epictetus
2. The fundamental pnnmple of the ethics of Epictetus
3. An ethically relevant tripartition of philosophy
4. Prohafresis or basic moral choice
5. The new rational attitude toward the divine
6. The kinship of man with God and the brotherhood of man
7. The praise to God

V. Marcus Aurelius, the Emperor Philosopher 89
1. The characteristics of the Stoicism of Marcus Aurelius
2. The cosmic flux and the transiency of all thmgs
3. The reaffirmation of Stoic pantheistic monism
4. The new anthropology: man as body, soul, and mind
5. The refuge in interiority
6. The new spirit

VI. The Dissolution of the Philosophy of the Stoa 101
Fourth Section

THE REBIRTH OF PYRRHONISM AND NEQ-SKEPTICISM

1. The reasons for the rebirth of Pjrn'hl;}]]ﬁm and its characteristics

2. The ten tropes, or the list of the highest categories of doubt

3. The negation of truth, of the principle of causality, and of the
possibility of meta-empirical inference

4. The relations between the skepticism of Aenesidemus and
Heracliteanism

5. Moral ideas

II. Agrippa and the Developments of Neo-Skepticism 125
1. The Skeptics after Aenesidemus
2. The new list of the rropes of Agrippa
3. The meaning of the new list of the tropes

ITII. Sextus Empiricus and the Final Developments of Ancient
Skepticism 129
1. A brief characterization of the tendencies of Greek medicine
with particular regard to the empirical tendency
2. Menodotus between empirical medicine and Skepticism




x [ Table of Contents

3. The new plane on which Sextus Empiricus reformulated

Skepticism
4. Life without dogma, or life without philosophy, according to Sextus
5. The systematic critique by Sextus of all the sciences and philosophy

IV. The Exhaustion of Skepticism 141
Fifth Section
THE REBIRTH OF CYNICISM

I. The Revival of Cynicism in the Imperial Age and its
i e 145

II. The Stoicizing and Religious Currents of Cynicism in the
Imperial Age 147
1. Demetrius
2. Dio Cocceianus (Chrysostomos)

ITI. The Current of Cynicism of the Imperial Age Inspired
by Contentious Ancient Radicalism 153
1. Oenomaus of Gadara

2. Demonax of Cyprus
3. Peregrinus Proteus

IV. The Cynicism of the Imperial Age as a Phenomena of the
Masses and its Internal Contradictions 159

Second Part

THE REDISCOVERY OF THE INCORPOREAL AND THE
TRANSCENDENT

PHILO OF ALEXANDRIA,
THE REVIVAL OF PLATONISM AND PYTHAGOREANISM,
THE HERMETIC WRITINGS, AND THE CHALDEAN ORACLES

First Section
PHILO OF ALEXANDRIA AND MOSAIC PHILOSOPHY

I. The Origin, the Components, and the Basic Problems
of the Philosophy of Philo of Alexandria 169
1. The origin of Philonian thought and its role in the history
of ancient philosophy
2. The Hellenic component

3. The Jewish Component
4. Philonian allegories and their Greek and Jewish antecedents




II. Philo and the Prelude to a Great Development in
Western Thought 177
1. The first formulation of the problem of the relations between
divine revelation and philosophy, that is, between faith and reason
2. Toward the break in the Hellenistic framework of philosophical
knowledge: the emergence into the foreground of theology and the
proclamation of the primacy of “speculative wisdom” (oodbia) over
“practical wisdom” (bpbéymors)

III. Metaphysics, Theology, and the Theory of Being of Philo 181

1. The overcoming of the materialistic and immanentistic
presuppositions of the Hellenistic systems and the
reaffirmation of the incorporeal and the transcendent

2. The new conception of God

3. The first philosophical formulation of the doctrine of Creation

4. The doctrine of the Logos

5. The doctrine of Powers

6. The doctrine of the Ideas and the Philonian reform

7. The souls without bodies and the Angels

IV. The Anthropology and Moral Philosophy of Philo 197
1. The new conception of the nature of man or the three
dimensions of being human
2. The overcoming of the ethical intellectualism of Greek
philosophy and the proclamation of faith as the highest virtue
3. The journey to God, mystical union with God, and ecstasy

Second Section

MIDDLE PLATONISM AND THE REDISCOVERY
OF PLATONIC METAPHYSICS

I. The Development, Characteristics, and Exponents
of Middle Platonism 207

1. The ultimate fate of the Academy and development of Middle
Platonism

2. General characteristics of Middle Platonism

3. The exponents and tendencies of Middle Platonism

4. The historical and theoretical importance and the limits
of Middle Platonism

Il. The Metaphysics of Middle Platonism 215
1. Incorporeal being, God and his transcendence




2. The Ideas as thoughts of God and the distinction between
the first intelligibles or transcendent Ideas and the second
intelligibles or the immanent forms of things

3. The hierarchy of the divine: toward the doctrine of hypostasis

4. The cosmology of Middle Platonism: matter and the origin

of the cosmos
J. The daimonology of Middle Platonism

III. The Anthropology and Ethics of Middle Platonism 229
1. The supreme end of man and his assimilation to God
2. The spiritual nature of man and the dualistic conception
of soul and body
3. The list of values and virtues
{ The ethics of Middle Pl ; {the S

Third Section

THE REVIVAL OF PYTHAGOREAN PHILOSOPHY, ITS
SUCCESSIVE STAGES, AND THE FINAL FUSION OF
NEO-PYTHAGOREANISM AND MIDDLE PLATONISM

I. The Documents, the Exponents, the Currents, and the
Characteristics of the Pythagoreanism of the Hellenistic

and the Imperial Ages 237

1. The misadventures of the Pythagorean School
2. The forgeries attributed to some ancient Pythagoreans

in the Hellenistic and the Imperial Age and their

probable significance
3. The so-called doxographical reports by anonymous Pythagoreans
4. The new Pythagoreans who write under their own name
5. Characteristics of the Pythagoreanism of the Hellenistic

and Imperial Ages

II. The Doctrinal Bases of Neo-Pythagoreanism 251

1. The recovery of the incorporeal and the reaffirmation of its
metaphysical primacy

2. The methodological, metaphysical, and theological meaning of
numbers in Neo-Pythagoreanism

3. The doctrine of the highest principles of the Monad and
the Dyad and the attempted deduction of all reality from
a supreme Unity

4. The mystical ideal of human life

IIl. Numenius of Apamea and the Fusion of Neo-Pythagoreanism
and Middle Platonism 263



Table of Contents | xiii

1. The philosophical position of Numenius

2. The proclamation of the absolute preéminence of the incorporeal

3. The structure of incorporeal being and the doctrine of the three
Gods

4. The Neo-Pythagorean doctrine of the Monad and the Dyad in the
context of the Numenian theory of being

5. Matter, evil soul, and good soul

6. Numenius at the threshold of Neoplatonism

Fourth Section
THE HERMETIC WRITERS AND THE CHALDEAN ORACLES

I. The Phenomenon of Hermeticism and its Different Aspects 275
1. Hermes Trismegistus and the Hermetic literature
3. God, the hierarchy of the divine, the development of the cosmos
and the man in the Corpus Hermeticum
4. The Mind, knowledge, and salvation
5. Ecstasy and the eschatology in Hermeticism

Il. The Chaldean Oracles and their Historical Importance 285
1. The origin of the Chaldean Oracles
2. The philosophical doctrines of the Chaldean Oracles
3. The magical wisdom and the theurgy of the Chaldean Oracles

Third Part
PLOTINUS AND NEOPLATONISM
First Section

THE ORIGIN OF NEOPLATONISM: FROM THE SCHOOL OF
AMMONIUS AT ALEXANDRIA TO THE SCHOOL OF
PLOTINUS AT ROME

L. Ammonius Saccas and his School at Alexandria 297
1. The enigma nf A.mmnnius Saccas

nf.&mmﬂmus
3. The followers of Ammonius

II. The School of Plotinus at Rome and the Origin of the Enneads 303

1. From Alexandria to Rome
2. Characteristics and purposes of the Plotinian school

IIl. The Revival and Conclusion of the “Second Voyage™ 307
1. The relation between Plotinus and preceding philosophers



xiv | Table of Contents

IV.

2. Plotinus truly carried to full development the positions
of Middle Platonism and Neo-Pythagoreanism

3. The relations between Plotinus, Eastern thought, Philo,
Gnosticism, and Christianity

4. The cornerstones of Plotinian thou ght, their relations
with preceding speculation, and their novelty

3. The method of Plotinus

The Possible Methods for Interpreting and Expounding

Plotinian Thought 319
1. The interpretations proposed by historians of philosophy
2. The way followed in the present exposition
3. The articulation of the system

Second Section

THE FOUNDATION AND STRUCTURE OF THE SYSTEM OF

L.

IL

PLOTINUS

The First Hypostasis: the One 325

1. Preliminary demonstration of the existence of the One
and of the three hypostases

2. The infinitude, absolute transcendence and the ineffability
of the One

3. The positive characterizations of the One

4. The One as free self-productive activity

5. The procession of all things from the ne

The Second Hypostasis: the Mind (Nous) 341

I1L.

1. The two-fold relation which binds the One and the Mind (Nous)
2. The Mind (Nous) as Being, Thought, and L1t‘e:

3. The Mind (Nous) as the “intelligible cosmos™

4. The categories of the Intelligible world

The Third Hypostasis: the Soul 351

1. The procession of the Soul from the Mind (Nous)
and the two-fold relation which occurs between
Soul and Mind (Nous)

2. The essential characteristic and the fundamental role
of the Soul in the Plotinian system

3. The Soul and its intermediate position

4. The multiplicity of the Soul

5. Soul, Physis, and Logos

IV. The Procession of the Sensible from the Intelligible,

the Meaning and the Value of the Physical Cosmos 361



Table of Contents | xv

—

. The problem of the deduction of the physical world
2. The procession of the matter of the sensible world
and its characteristics
3. The forms and rational design of the world, their origin,
and their relations with matter
4. The origin of temporality
5. The origin of the corporeal and of spatiality and their nature
6. The positive character of the corporeal world

V. The Origin, Nature, and Destiny of Man 373
1. Man prior to his descent into the corporeal world
2. The descent into bodies
3. Man and the relations between Soul and body
4. The activities and functions of the Soul
5. Man and his liberty
6. The eschatological destiny of the soul and the supreme
goal of man
7. The reform of the list of values
8. The ways of returning to the Absolute
9. The reunification with the One

10. Ecstasy

V1. Nature and Originality of Plotinian Metaphysics 393
L. Plotinian metaphysics is not a form of emanationism
of an Eastern type, or a form of pantheism,
or a form of creationism
2. The liberty of the One, the “procession,” and the “return”
3. Creative contemplation

Third Section

THE DEVELOPMENTS OF NEOPLATONISM AND THE
END OF ANCIENT GREEK-PAGAN PHILOSOPHY

l. A Comprehensive Overview of the Schools, the Exponents,
and the Tendencies of Neoplatonism 401
1. Some methodological remarks concerning the reconstruction
of the history of Neoplatonism
2. The schools and the exponents of Neoplatonism
3. The various tendencies of the Neoplatonic schools

I Thel liate Foll f Ploti 105
1. Amelius
2. Porphyry

III. Tamblichus and the Syriac School 411




xvi [ Table of Contents

1. Jamblichus and the new course of Neoplatonic Philosophy
2. The metaphysics and theology of lamblichus

3. Iamblichus and theurgy

4. The canons for the interpretation of classical texts

5. Theodorus of Asinus and other followers of lamblichus

IV. The School of Pergamum 421
1. Characteristics and exponents of the school of Pergamum
2. Julian (the Apostate)
3. Sallustius

V. Proclus and the School at Athens 425
1. The origin of the school at Athens
2. The predecessors of Proclus: Plutarch of Athens,
Syrianus, and Domninus
3. Proclus and his philosophical, theological, and religious synthesis
4. The structure of the incorporeal, or the Proclean system
of the hypostases
5. The laws which govern the procession of reality from
the One according to Proclus
Theurgic virtue
Man and his re-union with the absolute
The successors of Proclus: Marinus, Isidore, Damascius,

and Simplicius

VI. The Second Neoplatonic School of Alexandria 441
1. Characteristics of the final phase of Alexandrine Neoplatonism
2. The Neoplatonic Alexandrine thinkers and the interaction
between Platonism and Christianity
3. The Alexandrine Neoplatonic Commentators

VIL. The Neoplatonists of the Latin West in Outline 445

VIII. The End of Ancient-Pagan Philosophy 447
1. The Edict of Justinian and the prohibition of the public
teaching of Pagans
2. The destiny of the Neoplatonists of the School of Athens
after the Edict of Justinian

Abbreviations 451
Notes 455

e~ B




