AT TORY OF
P REBC"PHILOSOPHY

BY
W. K. C. GUTHRIE

VOLUME IV

PLATO
THE MAN AND HIS DIALOGUES:
EARLIER PERIOD

= apew

Py YT

*1%

ilﬂiﬁlllil
i

o L

&

&

[ = .

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
CAMBRIDGE
LONDON * NEW YORK * MELBOURNE



CONTENTS

Pr:fm:: page Xiii
List of Abbreviations xvii
I INTRODUCTION 1

I LiFeE oF PLATO AND PHILOSOPHICAL

INFLUENCES
(1) Life 8
(a) Sources 8
() Birth and family connexions 10
(c) Early years 12
(d) Sicily and the Academy 17
(2) Philosophical influences 32
[II THE DIALOGUES 39
(1) The canon 319
(2) Chronology 41
(2) Literary criticism 42
(6) Philosophical considerations 45
(¢) Stylometric and linguistic tests 48
(d) External evidence and cross-references §2
Appendix: Did Plato write any dialogues before
the death of Socrates? 54
(3) Philosophical status: play and earnest 56
IV EARLY SocRATIC DIALOGUES 67
Introductory 67
(1) The Apology 70
date; historicity
Summary 8o

Comment 87



Contents

Socrates's ‘accustomed manner of speaking’; the
ignorance of Socrates; the poets divinely inspired;
‘care of the soul'; better to suffer evil than to do it;
the philosopher can take no part in politics

(2) The Crito page 93
date; historicity; Crito
The dialogue 04
Comment 97
(3) The Euthyphro 101
date; dramatic date, Euthyphro
The dialogue 103
Comment 107
dramatic force; the Socratic method; religion; logical
points; Forms; a positive conclusion?
(4) The Laches 124
date; dramatic date and characters
The dialogue 126
Comment 130
(5) The Lysis 134
date; scene and characters; the concept of philia
The dialogue 138
Comment 143
comments on particular passages; the Lysis and the
Forms; additional note: Aristotle and the Lysis
(6) The Charmides 155
date; dramatic date; scene and characters; the
concept of sophrosyné
The dialogue 158
Comment 163

General; introductory conversation; first and second
definitions; third definition ‘ doing one’s own’;
fourth definition * the doing of good things’;
criricism of Socratic method; fifth definition © self-
knowledge’; Aristotle on self-action etc.; sixth
definttion * knowledge of good and evil’; lesson of
the dialogue, what is * knowledge of knowledge’?

Vi



Contents

(7) The Hippias Major page 175
authenticity; date; dramatic date; the concept kalon
The dialogue 178
Comment 183
general; first deflnition ‘the appropriate’; second
definition ‘the useful’; third definition ‘the
beneficial’; fourth definition ‘pleasure through
hearing or sight’; the Hippias Major and the Forms
(8) The Hippias Minor 191
authenticity and date
The dialogue 192
Comment 195
(9) The fon 199
authenticity and date; note on rhapsodes and Homeridae
The dialogue 201
Comment 204
poetic inspiration in the lon; addendum:
translation of 533c-534d
Socratic dialogues: summing-up 212
V PROTAGORAS, MENO, EUTHYDEMUS, GORGIAS,
MENEXENUS 213
Introductory 219
(1) The Protagoras 213
date; dramatic date; scene and characters
The dialogue 216
Comment 221
general; identity of justice and piety; identity of
wisdom and self-control; Simonides episode;
argument that courage is knowledge; pleasure and
goodness: Socrates a hedonist? conclusion
(2) The Meno 236
date; dramatic date; scene and characters
The dialogue 237
Comment 241

vii



Contents

breaking new ground; the arelé of a Meno;
argument in character; Socratic definition; no one
desires evil; the definitions of shape: learning as
recollection; Forms in Meno; Socrates and the
slave; knowledge and true belicf (1); does Plato
believe ir all? is virtue knowledge? knowledge and
true belief (2); additional note: knowledge and

wisdom

(3) The Euthydemus page 266
dare; dramatic date; scene and characters
The dialogue 268
Comment 274
general; Socrates and eristic; the eristic arguments;
the Socratic protreptic; additional note: Socrates's
unnamed critic

(4) The Gorgias 284
date; dramatic date; characters and setting
The dialogue 286
Comment 204
mood and purpose; Socratic elements; Socratic
method and 1ts aims; rhetoric and morals;
mathematics, proportion and order; pleasure and
good; the mythical element; Forms; Isocrates and
the Gorgias; additional note: was Polus refuted?

(5) The Menexenus j12
authenticity; date; dramatic date
Conversational frame (summary and comment) 313
The speech (summary and comment) 314
additional note: some modern views

VI PHAEDO, SyMPOSIUM, PHAEDRUS 324

Introductory 324

(1) The Phaedo 325
date; scene and characters
The dialogue 326

viii



Contents

Comment page 338
Plato and the mysteries; the Forms introduced;

popular or political virtue; the argument from

alternation; equality and the equals; anamnesis and

the senses; the psyche simple; soul and harmony;

objection of Cebes and need of teleological

explanation; cause and aitia; Forms as causes;
from physical objects to logoi; immanent Forms;

opposites and incompaubles; Forms in the Phaedo;

ts soul a Form? the myth; conclusion

(2) The Symposium 365
date; dramatic date; setung and characters
The dialogue 3168
Comment 380

general; speeches of Phaedrus and Pausanias;
hiccups of Aristophanes; speeches of Eryximachus,
Aristophanes, Agathon, Socrates: Diotima; Eros as
intermediate; spiritual pregnancy and parturition;
immortality; dialectic and the Forms; "sublimation’

(3) The Phaedrus 306
date; time, place and characters
The dialogue 198
Comment 412

general; philosophy and rhetoric: the unity of the
Phaedrus; divine madness and its forms; nature and
functions of the soul; the composite soul; is soul
essentially tripartite? the order of earthly lives;
recollection and the Forms; how knowledge is
acquired: collection and division; ‘cosmological
chatter’; additional note: a speech by Lysias?

THE REPUBLIC 434
Introductory 434
subject; date and dramatic date; scene and
characters

1X



Contents

(1) The main problem approached and stated

(bks 1-2, 367¢) page 439
the holiday-makers: Cephalus (327-331d);
refutation of the unsophisticated: Polemarchus
(331d-336a); the Sophist's case: Thrasymachus
(3366-354c); the adversary's case completed:
Glaucon and Adeimantus (357a-368¢)

(2) The search for justice begins: origin and
elements of social order (2.368c—374¢) 444
the state as the individual magnified (368c-369¢);

the city of pigs (3608-372d); the inflamed city
(372d-374¢); which is Plato’s ideal state?

(3) Selection of guardians and education of the

young (2.374€-3.4122) 449
(a) Selection (374e-376¢) 449
(4) Education of the young 450

(¢) cultural education (2.376e—3.403¢): (&) stortes
(= poetry) (377a—398 b) (subject-matter and form);

(B) music (398 c—400¢) 451
(it) physical education, with appendix on doctors
and lawyers (g03c—4t06) 454
Summing-up (410b-412a) 455
Problems: () education for guardians alone? 455

(i) Plato’s attitude to truth; (iit) Forms in bk 37
(1v) theology and the problem of evil

(4) Guardians and auxiliaries: principles of

government (3.412b—4.427¢) 461
division into rulers and auxtliaries; the grand myth;
transfers on merit; life of the guardians; third class:
the state and war; unity of the state

(5) Discovery of justice: structure of individual

character (4.427d-445b) 471
Justice in the city; justice in the individual; in what
sense is soul tripartite? Note on moral responsibility

X



Contents

(6) Women and children in the Platonic state (with
appendix on the conduct of warfare)
(4-445b—5.471¢) page 479
women and children; additional note on unwanted
children; conduct of warfare

(7) Is the Platonic city intended as a practical

possibility ? (5.471¢c—473b) 483
(8) Knowledge, belief and the two orders of reality:
why philosophers must rule (5.473c—6.487a) 487

general; two problems: (i) knowledge, doxa and
their objeces; (it) degrees of reality
(9) The philosopher and society (6.487b—502¢) 498
(10) The Form of the Good (6.502¢—7.519b) 503
introductory; the Socratic hertrage; two views
rejected; the Good and the sun; the Divided Line;
the Cave; historical note on Plato’s cave; the
practical lessons
(11) Higher education of the Guardians
(7.521¢c—541b) 521
(a) mathemarics; (8) dialectic; (¢) selecrion and
time-table
(12) The decline of the state: imperfect types of
society and individual (8.543a-576b) 527
why the state must decay; timocracy; oligarchy;
democracy; tyranny; notes on the imperfect types
(13) Which is happier, the just or unjust man?
(576b-592b) 737
unhappiness of the tyrannical man; the philosopher
15 happiest; tailpieces and conclusion; note on bks g
and 10
(14) The feud between philosophy and poetry
(10.595a—6o8b) 545
(a) Argument from degrees of reality 545
the three beds and the doctrine of Forms: (i) scope
of the doctrine, (i) the uniqueness of a Form

X1



Contents

(6) Psychological and moral objections to

poetry Page 553

(¢) Conclusion: poetry to be given every chance
(15) We are planning for the whole of time
(608c—621d)

(a) The soul is immortal

(5) The soul not composite

(¢) Everyone gets his deserts in life or after

death: the pilgrimage of souls

Conclusion
Bibliography

Indexes
I Index of passages quoted or
referred to
11 General index
11 Index of Greek words occurring in notes

The device on the front cover is the head of Plato from
a herm in the Staatliche Museen, Berlin.

153

554
554
556

757
560
562

583
583

593
603



