


AMAMIHE LECTURES

VOLUME I

AFRICAN
HISTORICAL
RECONSTRUCTION

A METHODOLOGICAL OPTION
FOR AFRICAN STUDIES
THE NORTH AFRICAN CASE OF THE
ANCIENT HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY

r-i-
^

I. Maduakolam OSUAGWU



ipyright: 1999 (First Publication)
OSUAGWU, Innocent Maduakolam,
ev. Fr., Ph. D., L. E. S.)

namihe Publications
.at of Wisdom Seminary
0. Box 2124, Owerri

.io Stale, NIGERIA

11 Rights Reserved
his book may not be reproduced in any form, in part or in whole, by
ny electronic, mechanical or by other means whatsoever, without the
nor formal and express permission of the author. This restriction is
'ithout prejudice to normal scholarly usages of works like this.

SBN: 978-34872-0-5

iook Title:

1FRICAN HISTORJCAL RECONSTRUCTION
i Methodological Option for African Studies.
The North African Case of the Ancient History of Philosophy

Subject Areas
°hilosophy, African Philosophy, History, Humanities, Methodology,
religion. Culture, African Studies

Computer Typesetting
by the author,
Umunoha, Mbaitoli,
Imo State. NIGERIA

Printed by:
Assumpta Press
Owerri, jmo. State
NIGERIA



Resi STER2L

Pfr. Franz GUTH

Hella FORNER

Die Stemsingers Buchenbach

Ehizomoh Pricilla OMOIFO

Chinonso AMAECffl

Chinedu EKWUJURU



ACKNOWLEOGEMENTI U-lch ,.-, --WVlti,,,

^~~^. :^-.,. »..,..
5EJJSS5£?^r^^,,
^:=^b^5£££^^

}- Onah (Ph.bwZLat "le L?rban Univere^"ouormyconfrere, Rev"
s^w^i^^^^^^^^^^3^^^Bert;^n^^^^, SS
s^sssssss^

S^Ss^SSSg/iS
*' ! pray

lmo State, NIGERIA



TABLE OF CONTENT^

Acknowiedeement

Preface on theAmamihe Lecture Series

Genera! Introduction ......,,.

Prelimmap/ Rcimrks ........,,....,

African Philosophy as a Scientifico-H^stoncal Problem and Proiect

Some Aporiac of the History of African Phitosopiw
Methodology for an ffistonca! tnvestigauon on Aft-icai-i Phiiosophy
Criteria for the Scientific-Histoncai Definition of Afri can

Philosophy .. ^... ^. .......

Criteria of Scientific Philosophy aixi Scientific Afncaniiv ^ . .. .

The Criteria of African Philosophica! Authorship and Literature
On the Criteria for the Histoncitv and Periocnzation of African

Philosophy . -... -,.,......
The Criterion ofHistoncity with respect to Time and Space ......
Controversy over the Penodization of the History of African

Philosophy ........ ^^^ .._.

Mediating Conflicting Views on the Penodiz.aijon offfie Historv
of African Philosophy ^ . , . .̂. ...... .., _.,

The Four Proposed Periods of the History ofAfncan Philosophy
Anaent History ofAfhcajri Philosophy . ^. .......... . ^. ...
Medieva! History of African Phiiosophy ,.,...
Modem History of African Philosophy
Contemporary ffistory of African Philosophy ......
A Chapter-by-Chapter Summary of the Essay

Chapter One ...................
and Project of the of

African ..... ..... .......
Preliminary Remarks ...................
Controversy over the Afri can Use of European Methods

Xlil

{9
It)

19
25

26

J^

^ ">

.)--'

-3.9

. 4i

41
&").

dll

. 40

.49

49

49
49

VIS

nple

Method as a Basic. Problem of African Schoiai-ship
The Basic Notion and Necessity of Scientific Meshod

The Historical Method in Philosophy .,..,..
On the Problem and Project of African Historical Methodoioe^/'

Stating the Basic Probiems of African Historical R-econstruction
The Contemporary Context ofAfncan Historical Meihodolo^v
Statsng the Bassc Project of African Historical Methodology

Chapter Two
The Theoretical Consfiturion of African ffistoricai

Methodology ofDeconstnicf-ion, Reduction, Reconstriiciion
Construction ............

The Philosophic IdeaofHsstoncai Reconstruction as a Method
Heidegger's Paradigm ofHistoncai Reconstruction wisii tl'ie

Coordinates of Deconstruciion, Reduction 3116 Consimclion
The Methodological Coordinate ofHistoricai Deconstructson
The Methodologicai Coordinate ofHistoncai Reduction
The Methodoiogicai Coordinate of HfSionca! Reconstructjon
The Methodological Coordinate of Historical Constnicnon
Concluding Remarks

Chapter Three . , .

Literature Testimonies on African Historical ReconstructioH
Prehminary Remarks: Pre-Contemporaj-v TestKnonies
Contemporary Testimonies on African Historical Reconstructton

of Ancient Egyptian and "Greek" Phiiosophies
Keita's African Phtfosophicai Tradition since Egyptiaji Ani'quflv
Oietas Ancient African Egyptian Foundations of Greek

Philosophy ..........
Biloio's Classical Egyptian Phiiosophy
Obenga's Afncan Philosophy of the Pharaonic Era, 3000 B. C.
Onyewuenyi's Afrocentnc Origin of Greek Philosophy
Concluding. Remarks

59

6i

b ~'

70

78
79

80

S3

83
85

85

88
QD

O",

94

Vi!



Chapter Four ..........
Obenga's Negro Pharaonic Egyptian Paradigm for file
Historical Recoastntction of Ancient African Philosophy
Preliminary Remarks
Metaphysical Archeology or Fundamentalogy ... '.. .......
Cosmoiogy; On the Origin and Constitution of the World . . .
Anthropology; On the Origin and Constitution ofHumamty .
The Practical Philosophy ofMadl as Ethics and Politics . . . .

99

. 99
. 99
103
104
105
107

113Chapter Five ......................................

Onyewuenyi s Afrocentric Egyptian Paradigm for the
Historical Reconstruction of Ancient African Philosophy .... 113
Prelimmary Remarks ................................... 113

A Methodological Lecture of Onyewuenyi's Afrocentnsm in
Terms of Reduction, Deconstruction, Reconstruction
and Construction .................................. 114

The Scientific-HistoncaJ-Methodotogical Impetus of
Onyewuenyi's Afrocentnc Investigation on Ancient
Philosophy....................................... 115

Onyewuenyi's Apolotgetic Definition of his Afrocentric
Methodoiogy ...................................... 118

The Deconstructive Moment of Onyewuenyi's Afrocentric
Exercise on the Ancient Egyptian and "Greek"
Histones of Philosophy .............................. 121

The Reductive Moment of Onyewuenyi's Afrocentric Exercise on
the Ancient Egyptian and "Greek" Histories of Philosophy . . . 126

Onyewuenyi's Afrocentnc Reduction to the Ancient Egyptian
Origin of Philosophy as an Authentic Black African History . 127

Onyewuenyi's Afrocentric Reduction to Ancient Egyptian
Schools and Figures of Philosophy ..................... 129

Onyewuenyi's Afrocentric Reduction to the Ancient
Egyptian Origin of the "Greek" History of Philosophy ...... 130

IX

The Reconstmctive Moment ofOnyewuenyi's Afrocentnc
Exercise on the Ancient Egyptian and "Greek" Histories
of Philosophy ......

^Onyewuenyi's Afrocentnc Reconstnicrion of Ancient
Egyptian Philosophy .......

Dating Ancient Egyptian Philosophy to. about 3000 B. C.
The Founding Fathers of Ancient Egyptian Philosophy
Major Egyptian Centres of the Mystery System of Philosophy

at Hermopolis, Heiiopolis, Memphis and Thebes
Leading Egyphan Authors/Teachers of Ancient African

Philosophy ............
Principal Philosophical Doctrines and Literature of the Ancient

Egyptian Tradition of African History of Philosophy
Ancient Egyptian Phiiosophy of God: Poiytheism and

Monotheism ........

Ancient Egyptian Cosmic Philosophy: Cosmogony and
Cosmology ..........

Philosophical Anthropology in Ancient Egyptian Mystery
System .........

Ethical Philosophy ofMaat m Ancient Egyptian Mystery
System ........

Ancient Egyptian Socio-PohticaJ Philosophy ofMaai
The Divine and Natural Origin and Nature of the State
Functions and Purposes of the State
Basic Composite Human Structures (Citizenry) of the State:

the Pharaoh, the Vicars and the Masses
Ancient Egyptian Socio-Political Laws ofMaat

Philosophy of Education of Ancient Egyptian Mystery System
The Constructive Moment ofOnyewuenyi's Afrocentnc

Exercise on the Ancient African Egyptian and "Greek"
Histories of Philosophy

Concluding Remarks

13

13
14
14

14

14

14.

14.

15

15.

15:
16
16
16

16:
!6:
I6<

17
17

'few'^f^s^^WBs'ww iy <»^,. ^,. ^,



General Conclusion ....................

The Apologia of African Historicai Reconstruction . . ,
The Pedagogy of African Histoncai Reconstruction. . .
The Psychedelism of African Historical Reconstruction

African Historical Reconstruction is a Scientific Project
In Fine ..................

173
174
175
177
178

Bibliography . ]81

Xl


