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eighteenth century

By the social and religious reactlon under the First Empn'e

And by the socialism of Saint-Simon .

His character and temperament

General aim of his labours .

The place of historical philosophy in hm system .

He attempts to combine the truths of order and of progreu and so
to avoid the one-sidedness both of the reactionists and of the
revolutionists

In his social statics Comte underestxmates the value of mdnndua.l
mdependenee

He never views history from a purely sclentlﬁc standpomt, but is
always influenced by practical interests .

His theory of social dynamws represents human progress a8 con-
nected with progress in the physical world .

and with the development of social order .

directed towards the gradual tnumph of reason over
instinet . .

modified in the rate of its adva.noe by various causes

invariable in its general direction and in the succession of
its stages

regulated in its course by human mbellect

The three chief laws regulative of human evolution .

The laws of active and effective evolution are worthless

The three stages of intellectual evolution

His survey of universal hmtory is marred by msuﬂ‘iclent a.oquamt-
ance with facts .

The chief points in this survey—

1. Leaves out of view all central and eastern Asia .

2. Gives an extravagantly laudatory account of fetichism

3. The “abstract apprecmtxou » of polythelsm is ad-
mirable .
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4. Praises the social spirit and institutions of Catholic
monotheism .
5. Treats the metxphyswa.l penod as predommantly a
period of negation
6. Assumes in the positive stage the entu'e subordma.tmn
of the individual to society .
Attempts to prove the unity of Comte’s life and doctrme have been
unsuccessful .
In his “law of three states » Comte mxsta.kes three coexmtent
states for three successive stages of thought .
Theology, metaphysics, and positive science shown to ha.ve a.lwnys
coexisted, and to have been related to one another
The partial truth of the “law” .
His treatment of facts inconsistent until it mvolved hlm in obvmus
self-contradiction .

IL

Opposing positivist parties

Littré’s relation to Comte .

He restricts the application of Comte’s la.w to the 8c1ent1ﬁc (t a,
intellectual) development of humanity . .

Propounds a theory of four states .

In his criticism of the “law of three states,” thtré contmdlcts the
central truth of Comte’s system .

His restrictions would make Comte’s law unposslble a8 a funda-
mental law of history . . . . .

Spread of the positivist spirit

Its influence upon historical and general wrxters .

Sainte-Beuve’s methods of criticism and his historical works

Renan’s relation to the Comtist philosophy .

Recognises the importance of a psychology of huma.mty to the due
understanding of history . .

His delineation of the general features of the Semltlc cha.racber

He acknowledges the derivative and modifiable nature of race

In ascribing to the Semitic race a monotheistic instinct, he meant
merely a tendency of mind favourable to monotheism .

The characteristics of his ‘mental orga.nisation

Taine’s philosophic position

He does not regard history as a physwal proeesa

His ‘Essay on Livy’ .

His ‘French Phﬂoeophers and ‘Essa.ys on Cntlclsm a.nd on Hm—
tory’

He represents the progress of cwﬂmatlon as determmed by the com-
bined action of three primordial causes . .

Asserts the correlation of the component parts of clvxlmtlon

Taine's conception of the value of literature as a source of com-

parative psychology .
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