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FOREWORD

On the completion of Volume III of the Global History of
Philosophy, the author. Professor John C. Plott, deserves to be
congratulated. This seemingly impossible undertaking could have
been accomplished only with full conviction, determination, and
perseverance.

The present volume covers a period of almost five centuries,
325-800, which is appropriately designated as the Patristic-Sutra
Period to connote the wide spread of Christianity in Europe and
across Asia and Buddhism in Asia as the dominant religio-
philosophical forces. In the West this early part of the Middle
Ages, the Patristic period, has been called the "Dark Ages. " Its
"darkness" in terms of learning was indicated in Charlemagne's
(742-818) criticism oftKe church leaders of the day who often
were unable to speak and write correctly. As he said:

For often in recent years when letters have been written to us
from monasteries,... we have recognized.. . uncouth expressions;
because what pious devotion dictated faithfully to the mind,
the tongue, uneducated on account of the neglect of study,
was not able to express in the letter without error-Whence it
happened that we began to fear lest perchance, as the skill in
writing was less, so also the wisdom for understanding the
Holy Scriptures might be much less than it rightly
ought to be. And we all know well that, although errors of
speech are dangerous, far more dangerous are errors of the
understanding.*

The reader can therefore appreciate how difficult it must have
been for the author and his associates to collect together resource
materials for the present volume, which, however, turns out to
be even larger than Volumes I and 11. In addition to such
outstanding philosophers as Augustine and Boethius. whose

*See A Source of Mediaeval History, F. A. Ogg (New York: American
Book), 1935, p. 147. From Charlcmagne's letter to the Abbot of Fuld. i.
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names are familiar to students of Western philosophy, those not
as well known men who lived in an age of intellectual sterility
are given due attention as worthy of comparative and historical
studies.

While the Patristic period is considered as a "dark age" in the
West, such a term does not seem suitable at all for describing
the Siitra period in Asia. For during this period in India many
great major systems of philosophy were formulated and written,
and in China Buddhism, following its being introduced to China
from India in the first century, continued to develop and reached
its peak in the latter Sutra period when the Confucian China
was almost completely Indianized and Buddhized. Chinese
scholars or monks devoted themselves not only to the trans-
lations of Buddhist texts imported from India, but also to the
indigenous development of various schools or sects quite different
from-those which had come to them. Buddhism as the dominant

ideological force for several centuries had a manifold influence
upon life in religion, personal and public morality, literature,
language, and art. Mention should be made, however, that
in spite of the fact that Confucianism was on the surface
overshadowed by Buddhism, its criticisms of and attacks on the
Buddhist metaphysical and ethical implications never ceased,
thus bringing about the decline of Buddhism toward the end of
the Sutra period. It is interesting to note that while the main
characteristic of the Sutra period is the ideological encounter
between China and India, travels of religio-philosophical ideas
to other Asian countries also took place as a result of extra-
ordinary occurrence of missionary pilgrimages. The reader is again
exposed to a sizable number of Asian thinkers who were, like
their Western counterparts during the Patristic-Sutra period, in
search of ultimate answers to man's spiritual needs, and whose
thoughts have been brought to consciousness as playing multiple
roles in the course of the movements of human history.

From a history book the reader would ordinarily expect to get
an objective, unprejudiced presentation of the evolution of ideas
so as to learn what men in the past have thought and to sift
out what are of permanent value. The author shows in the
present volume, as in the previous two volumes, historical
learning and understanding and earnest investigation of the facts
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in global perspective. It would seem, therefore, that this series
of studies should awaken an interest of the reader in further
pursuit beyond what is portrayed in its broad, general exposition.
Also, the work will meet the needs as a unique text for students
of philosophy who wish to learn and understand the development
of thought, not only in one's own historical tradition but also
in that of other races and cultures. It goes without saying that
such knowledge acquired by means of a comparative, historical
study expands the dimensions of the human outlook and, even
more importantly, provides a necessary condition of peace and
of human existence.

Beaver College
Glenside, Pennsylvania
U. S. A.
February, 1980
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PREFACE

Tliis present volume of the Global History of Ptii/owpfiy
necessarily assumes some familiarity with the previous two
volumes as well as minimal familiarity with the basic events in the
general history of civilization. Once again we must emphasize
our complaint that, to a far greater extent than ever should have
been the case, the histories of philosophy, whether in Europe,
India or China, have been treated in isolation from the rest of
world history, even as likewise the historians dealing in the
general history of civilizations have neglected the role of
philosophy and the causal power of ideas.

In this volume more than in any other volume in the entire
series resource materials have often been extremely difficult to
find. Therefore brevity of treatment is not indicative of lack of
historical importance. Arrangement of the identification and com-
parative studies has been ;i difficult problem, no arrangement
being entirely satisfactory. Strict chronological arrangement with-
out regard for geographical location has been chosen to dra-
matize the fact that this is a global history of philosophy and not
just another exercise in comparative philosophy or even a series
of such exercises.

Our criteria of selection are generally as follows for this pre-
sent work: (a) common consensus; (b) relative uniqueness of
doctrine or capacity to have initiated a new tradition; (c) ncar-
ness to a universal or Eurasian perspective (and by virtue of this
some rigorous re-evaluations are in order, often more rigorous
than we have made, since some philosophers become virtual
national heroes rather than oecumenical citizens, and, in our
eyes, for that very reason need to be trimmed back to size);
(d) last and least is the factor of availability of materials. It is
unfortunate, for example, that we have so few materials from
the Syriac Christians, both Monophysite and Nestorian, ;ind
that Latin Scholasticism has been publicized the world over,
even in vernaculars of Asian and African countries, in almost

total oblivion of the actual superiority of Byzantine philosophiz-
ing in the same centuries.
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In this present volume, even more than in the preceding two,
we are critically confronted with the problem of periodization.
Far more than with the previous periods, the period we must now
cover has been woefully neglected in the traditional world his-
tones of any field. In our act of exploration we need a map,
though unfortunately there is no such map except what we have
been able thus far to piece together rather sketchily. We can by
no means claim to be complete, much less authoritative and final.
At bestwe can only hope to have provided a pattern better than
that bequeathed by Hegei, which is still far too influential. In a
definite sense we shall have done well if only we have explicated
some of the major problems during these centuries.

The periodization adopted in this and other volumes is neces-
sarily somewhat but not entirely arbitrary. The reader is referred
to Volume II in this present series wherein we have published an
appendix eqtitled "The Problem of Periodization" explaining
our over-aUfperiodization scheme as well as the reasons for
periodizingjthis present volume from 325 to 800 with a break at
625. By w||/ of orientation we may note here that, among other
major developments, the date 325 or so at the outset coincides
with the accession of Constantine and the Council of Nicea,

roughly with the beginnings of the Gupta Dynasty in India, and
with the establishment of Buddhism in China during the period
of the Three Kingdoms. Since no one can ignore the cataclysmic
effects on the whole ofEurasia of the amazingly rapid spread of
Islam, the date 625 or so Seems a natural place to make the
division between the Earlier Patristic-Sutra Period (325-625) and
the Later Patristic-Sutra Period (625-800). This also generally
coincides with the rise of the T'ang Dynasty and the famous
journey of Hsuan-tsang through India and Southeast Asia,
the defeat of the Persians at the hands of the Byzantines, the
apogee of the reign of Harsha Vardhana, the rise of the
Khmer civilization that eventually gave us the famous Angkor
Vat, and the strangely parallel development in the Amerindian
civilizations and the emergence of sub-Sahara Africa. The
cut-oflF date around 800 is admittedly somewhat more arbitrary
as far as events in the external world are concerned and has

been governed more by what is intended in the title of that
ninth century nexus in the next volume, i.e., "Monism in Many
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Moods". But that need not necessarily concern us in the present
effort, except that toward the end of the present volume one
cannot entirely ignore the question of whether something like
an almost teleological principle is at work leading into the
basically monistic syntheses of the ninth century, most of which
are really either neo-classical or neo-orthodox in basic character.

Without the patient and persistent assistance of the reference
librarians at Marshall University and the University of Michigan,
nothing worthwhile could have been done. They therefore are due
first on the list of acknowledgments. But also of high priority
are several members of the University of Michigan, including
Prof. Mahadev Deshpande, Prof. Donald Munro, and Alan
McKrebs; and for correspondence and personal encouragement,
Prof. Wing-tsit Chan, Prof. Hajime Nakamura, Prof. R. C. Pan-
deya, Prof. Richard McKeon, Prof. Paul Arthur Schilpp, Prof.
Karl Potter, Prof. Kenneth Inada, Prof. George Hourani, and a
rather long list of other members of the Society for the Study of
Asian and Comparative Philosophy. Prof. Basile Tatakis and
his colleagues are in particular to be thanked for some help in
the Byzantine field.

The defects are ours alone, and we are aware they are many.
From our readers in all lands we beg not indulgence but corres-
pondence, criticisms and communication. For the Global History
of Philosophy must eventually become an intercultural and inter-
national (if not transcultural and transnational) project. Hence,
as has been the case with the previous volumes and as will con-
tinue to be the case with the subsequent volumes, we insist that
ours is only a pioneering effort, hopefully to be followed and
perfected in the near future by others in a better position than
ourselves.
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