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FOREWORD

A Global History of Philosophy is bound to be a hazardous
venture in Comparative Philosophy. It requires not merely
stupendous scholarship but discernment in selection, judgment
and appraisal of ideas. Professor John Plott has, in a fair
measure, succeeded in this attempt.

The present Volume (which is the Second Volume of the
Global History of Philosophy) is concerned with the period from
the 3rd Century B.c. to the end of the 3rd Century A.D.—a span
of nearly six hundred years in the history of human thought.
The area covered is where religious and philosophical a-tivitics
were cultivated, in China, India, Greece, Rome and Persia. The
author calls this the Han-Hellenistic-Bactrian Period. The semi-
nal ideas which were sown in the Axial Period (dealt with in
the First Volume) are elaboratcd, explained, systeratised,
synthesized and syncreticized by the thinkers during this period.

The Chinese philosophers like, Tung Chung, Ma jﬁng, Wang
Fu, Hsun Yueh, Ko-Hung, Wang Ch’ung and some others,
were concerned with interpretations, modifications and sophisti-
cated applications to social conditions in various permutations
and combinations of Confucianism, Taoism and Neo-Taoism.
Buddhism had just begun to appear; its influence was marginal,
but was distinctly growing.

In the Indian context, the Bhagayadgila (assuming that it took
final shape in the 3rd or 2nd Century B.c.) is first taken up for
comment and discussion. This is followed by the Rise of Maha-
yana, the Madhyamika (Nagarjuna) and Yogacara (Asanga-
Vasubandhu) and by the Jaina system of Kundakundacarya
and Umasvati, etc. ~

In the West, we have an impressive array of philosophers to

_ consider: from the Sceptics of Academy like Pyrrho, Carneades,

followed later on by Sextus Empiricus; Seneca, Plutarch and the
widespread and influential Stoics like Epictetus and Marcus
Aurelivs; Lucretius; Philo the Jew and Plotinus; and the Rise
of Christianity.




