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Power ≠ Strength:  
Weak Aesthetic Practices

Can empowerment mean anything  
better than imitating the strong? Are 
there collective practices that uncover 
the political potential of weaknesses? 
Does art offer forms of recognition that 
allow weaknesses to claim power?  
For two days, researchers from theory 
and practice will try to provide answers 
to these questions.

Organisation
DFG Research Training Group 2477 
“Aesthetic Practice”, Kai van Eikels  
(DFG Heisenberg Fellow)

Invited speakers
Leigh Biddlecome (Florenz/Berlin), 
Mariama Diagne (LMU München), 
Susanne Foellmer (Coventry University), 
Ursula Frohne (Universität Münster),  
Jule Govrin (Universität Wuppertal/
Universität Hildesheim), Katharina 
Hausladen (Folkwang Pop-Institut 
Bochum), Alexandra Hennig (Mousonturm 
Frankfurt), Marietta Kesting (MUK  
Wien/ici Berlin), Jörg Kreienbrock 
(Northwestern University), Carl Lavery 
(University of Glasgow), Hendrik Quast 
(Stockholm University of the Arts/Zürcher 
Hochschule der Künste), Koki Tanaka 
(Kyoto), Maxi Wallenhorst (Leuphana 
Universität Lüneburg)

Speakers University of Hildesheim/
Research Training Group

Lukas Graf, André Hinderlich,  
Julia Rüegger, Kai van Eikels

Accessibility
The event will be held partly in German 
and partly in English. For participants 
who are not fluent in German, a technical 
translation service will be available 
(German/English). Please contact us for 
details. The conference rooms are 
accessible by lift.

For more information
Abstracts: uni-hildesheim.de/grk-2477/
veranstaltungen. Registration by mail:  
grk2477@uni-hildesheim.de

Thursday, January 29, 11:00 –20:30

Panel 1: Acting without sovereign claims to power

11:00 – 11:30 
Begrüßung und Einführung

11:30 – 12:30 
Jörg Kreienbrock:  
Schonendes Recht (DE)

12:30 – 13:30 
Ursula Frohne: Healing the Museum: 
Schwache Praktiken als Ansätze 
institutioneller Verantwortung (DE)

13:30 – 14:30	 Lunch Break

Panel 2: Aesthetics and erotic of the weak(er)

14:30 – 15:30 
Katharina Hausladen: Mit und ohne 
Körper: Schwache Stimmen in der  
Popmusik (DE)

15:30 – 16:30 
Maxi Wallenhorst: “EVEN WEAK LINKS”—
Dissociative Trans Poetics (EN)

16:30 – 17:00	 Coffee Break

Panel 3: Schwaches Performen und Ökologie

17:00 – 18:00 
Carl Lavery: Weak Play: Landscape, 
Theatre, Deformance (EN)

18:00 – 18:30 
André Hinderlich: Begegnung mit  
einem Schaf (DE)

Panel 4: Schwaches Performen und Ökonomie

18:30 – 19:30	 Leigh Biddlecome: Art as Subversive, Meaning-Making Commodity: 
Bridging the Aesthetic and Somatic (EN)

19:30 – 20:30	Dinner (Buffet) 20:30 
Koki Tanaka (Kyoto): Mobility and 
Extinction, film screening and 
conversation with the artist (JP/EN)

Friday, January 30, 09:30 – 18:00

Panel 5: (Inter-)Acting with physical weaknesses

9:30 – 10:00 
Lukas Graf: “I’m still infected … and it’s  
all your fault”: Immunity, Hospitality and 
Surrogate Bodies in Gregg Bordowitz’s 
Fast Trip, Long Drop

10:00 – 11:00 
Hendrik Quast und Alexandra Hennig: 
Unverfügbare Körper: Chronische 
Krankheit und das Spiel mit der Störung 
(DE)

Panel 6: Strenghts and weaknesses of care

11:00 – 12:00 
Susanne Foellmer: “Who Cares?” Some 
Basic Thoughts on Weakness (EN)

12:00 – 13:00 
Jule Govrin: Sharing is Caring. 
Demokratische Sorge in Zeiten  
des Autoritarismus (DE)

13:00 – 14:00	Lunch Break

Panel 7: Ideas of gentleness and their effects

14:00 – 15:00 
Kai van Eikels: Pharmakon unlimited: 
Potenzierung, Microdosing, Nudging, 
Atomic Habits (DE)

15:00 – 16:00 
Mariama Diagne: Art of Healings. 
Healing-Konzepte und -Praktiken in der 
afrodiasporischen Gegenwartskunst (DE)

16:00 – 16:30	 Coffee Break

Panel 8: The aesthetic productivity of weak consciousness

16:30 – 17:30 
Marietta Kesting: Passive Production: 
Dream, Sleep, and Media (EN)

17:30 – 18:00 
Julia Rüegger: Schlendern, Straucheln, 
Rückwärtsgehen. Ein Blick auf minoritäre 
Schritte und Praktiken des Gehens (DE)German Research Foundation
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