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Marianne Kneuer is a Full Professor for Political Science and currently holds the position of 
Director of the Institute of Social Sciences at the University of Hildesheim, Germany. From 
1993 until 1999 she was member in the planning staff of the Federal President of Germany 
responsible for political analysis and strategic planning as well as for speech writing. Before 
that she worked as a political journalist (1989-1993), for example in the prestigious 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. Her education at the Universities of Bonn and Madrid 
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid) includes Hispanics, Political Science, and Philosophy. 
She wrote a doctoral thesis on the Argentine intellectual Ernesto Sábato (1991) and a 
habilitation (2007) on the EU as external actor of democratization.  

Kneuer holds different functions in national and international professional associations. 
Between 2005 and 2013 she was member of the board of the German Society of Political 
Science; from 2011 until 2013 as president, from 2013 until 2015 as past president. Since 
2004 she co-chairs the Working Group “Democracy Studies” of the German Political Science 
Association (GPSA). In 2011, she co-founded the IPSA-Research Group “Quality of 
Democracy” (together with Leonardo Morlino and José Alvaro Moises), was co-chair (2012-
2016) and now is chair (since 2016). In 2014, she was elected as German representative to 
the Executive Committee of the International Political Science Association (IPSA). After her 
reelection in July 2016, she was nominated First Vice President of IPSA.  

Kneuer cooperates as expert in several democracy indices and is involved in numerous 
advisory activities. Her primary research field is comparative politics, especially 
democratization, democracy and autocracy studies. Recently she focuses on e-democracy 
and analyzing the role of digital media in democracies and autocracies. She is author of the 
IPSA MOOC on Democracy and Autocracy. Her latest publications and research projects are 
connected to authoritarianism; see the research grant from the German Research 
Foundation (DFG) for the project on “Authoritarian Gravity Centres: A Comparative Analysis 
of Authoritarian Promotion and Diffusion”. Her activities on digitalization and digital media 
include the IPSA mid-term conference “Political Science in the Digital Age” at the Palace of 
Herrenhausen in Hannover she organized together with Helen Milner in December 2017.  
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