
Transformations in the digital age #2 – Transformations of political spaces 

 

With the Covid19 pandemic, which is forcing societies to rely on digital technologies more 

extensively and exclusively than ever before, we have entered a new phase of transformations 

in the digital age. While on the one hand, major sociotechnical trends of digitalisation and 

growing societal concerns might have been accelerated and have been made more pressing 

under the onholding pandemic state of exception, on the other hand, we might also observe 

discontinuities or fundamental changes in what the digital means to our societies, how digital 

technologies are used, perceived and regulated. All this does affect political spaces in 

particular, both with respect to its constitutive (e.g. democratisation, (trans-)nationalisation 

etc.) and performative dimensions (e.g. political representation, participation and protest). 

For this workshop, we invite contributions that examine how political spaces are (further) 

transformed through ongoing trends or recent developments of digitalisation. Authors are 

invited to present theoretical and conceptual papers as well as empirical studies. Besides their 

main research questions, authors are encouraged to also reflect on the catalytic or interfering 

effects of the pandemic. Potential research questions for contributions would be: 

 

● How are organisations such as parties, associations or movements reacting to 

digitalisation? Which political spaces do they provide for political participation?  

● Does the pandemic constitute a proof of concept for online political participation, such 

as e-voting, online protest, online petitions, or online rallies, gatherings and 

deliberations or is political activity in virtual spaces more difficult to uphold? 

● Which new spaces does digitalisation open up for political protests and counterpublics 

(e.g. new, alternative, fringe platforms)?  

● Is there a renationalisation of political spaces or do transnationalising trends fostered 

by digitalisation prevail? Which role does internet regulation play? What are the effects 

of the pandemic?  

● How has democratic representation been transformed in the digital age? 

● How are political spaces transformed by shifted audiences? How do digital 

infrastructures, usage of digital media and platform affordances shape new political 

constituencies? 

 



The workshop will be the second event in a series of workshops on “transformations in the 

digital age”, organised by an international network of academic institutions, including LUISS 

University in Rome, the University of Granada, Sciences Po in Paris, Technical University in 

Dresden and Hildesheim University. The workshop will take place at University of Granada 

between the 6th and 7th of October 2022. The organisers have applied for funding at different 

institutions. Thereby, we seek to be able to cover travel and accommodation expenses of active 

participants. This, however, cannot be guaranteed at this stage. 

The deadline for proposals (including name, affiliation, email address and an abstract of max. 

300 words) is 14 May2022 ***extended deadline***. Please send your proposals by email to 

the convenors (see below).  

The convenors plan to organise a publication (special issue). Therefore, we will ask for full 

papers (no more than 50,000 characters), submitted by 23rd of December 2022. The papers for 

the publication will be selected by the convenors. We want to particularly encourage early 

career researchers and non-European colleagues to submit their proposals. 

 

Abstracts should be submitted through the Easychair conference management system at: 

https://easychair.org/my/conference?conf=transformations2 

 

Key dates 

• Deadline for abstract submissions: 14 May 2022 ***extended deadline*** 

• Notification to authors: 15 June 2022 

• Conference dates: 6 & 7 October 2022 

• Deadline for full paper submission: 23 December 2022 

 

Local Chairs 

Óscar G. Luengo, University of Granada 

Javier García Marín, University of Granada 

 

Co-Chairs 

Emiliana DeBlasio, LUISS University in Rome 

Marianne Kneuer, Technical University of Dresden 

Wolf J. Schünemann, Hildesheim University 

Michele Sorice, LUISS University Rome 

https://easychair.org/my/conference?conf=transformations2

