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Abstract (Short) 
 
After briefly exploring the historical trajectory of Greek foreign policy, the presentation concentrates on 
exploring and explaining the effects, that rapid geopolitical change in the region have on Greek foreign 
policy. It gives special emphasis to the evolution of threat perceptions in Greece, and to how the foreign-

policy establishment in Athens has addressed these threat perceptions. We will argue that Greece’s foreign 
policy in recent years can be characterized as pragmatic and focused on promoting stability and security in 
the region, while also seeking to strengthen its ties with key partners and international organizations in order 
to counter the moves of an increasingly expansionist and hostile Turkey. In what constitutes a marked pivot 
under Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Greek foreign policy has put the focus on maintaining good 
relations with its European Union (EU) partners, and strengthening its ties with the United States, as well as 
new regional partners. One major change that has had a significant impact on Greece's foreign policy has 
been the ongoing refugee and migration crisis in the Eastern Mediterranean. The inflow of large numbers of 

refugees and migrants into Greece has put a strain on the country’s resources, has harmed Greece’s 
international standing, and has also led to increased tensions with neighboring Turkey. As we will argue, this 
needs to be seen in relation to another major change that has affected Greece's foreign policy, namely the 
changing political landscape in the Middle East. We will also explore how, over the last decade or so, natural 
gas exploration in the Eastern Mediterranean has become a significant issue for Greece and other countries in 
the region. 
 
Abstract (Long) 
 
After briefly exploring the historical trajectory of Greek foreign policy, the presentation concentrates on 
exploring and explaining the effects, that rapid geopolitical change in the region have on Greek foreign 
policy. It gives special emphasis to the evolution of threat perceptions in Greece, and to how the foreign-
policy establishment in Athens has addressed these threat perceptions. We will argue that Greece’s foreign 
policy in recent years can be characterized as pragmatic and focused on promoting stability and security in 
the region, while also seeking to strengthen its ties with key partners and international organizations in order 
to counter the moves of an increasingly expansionist and hostile Turkey. In what constitutes a marked pivot 
under Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Greek foreign policy has put the focus on maintaining good 
relations with its European Union (EU) partners, and strengthening its ties with the United States, as well as 
new regional partners. 
 
One key aspect of Greece’s foreign policy has been its efforts to resolve the long-standing disputes with 
neighboring Turkey over issues such as territory, airspace, and the delimitation of exclusive economic zones 
(EEZs). Greece has also been actively involved in negotiations over the ongoing Turkish occupation of 
northern Cyprus and the migration crisis in the Eastern Mediterranean. We will explore how especially the 
last issue is increasingly being perceived in Greece as a matter of national security and but one of several 
aspects of a hybrid, multi-layered form of aggression from Turkey. The need to counter this explains why 
Greece has also sought to strengthen its economic ties with other countries, particularly in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and the Middle East. An explanatory factor here is the economic crisis and rapid shrinking of 

Greece’s industrial base, acceleration of its demographic problems due to emigration, and an austerity-related 
moratorium on arms procurement. The country has had to put a lot of effort into rebuilding its economy, 
which has led to a focus on strengthening economic ties as well as military alliances with other countries and 
seeking investment opportunities. We will also focus on how Greece's foreign policy has been heavily 
influenced by a number of geopolitical changes in the region. 
 
One major change that has had a significant impact on Greece's foreign policy has been the ongoing refugee 
and migration crisis in the Eastern Mediterranean. The inflow of large numbers of refugees and migrants into 
Greece has put a strain on the country’s resources, has harmed Greece’s international standing, and has also 
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led to increased tensions with neighboring Turkey. As we will argue, this needs to be seen in relation to 
another major change that has affected Greece's foreign policy, namely the changing political landscape in 
the Middle East. The ongoing civil war in Syria, the rise of ISIS, the increasing role of Russia in the region, 
the war in Ukraine, and particularly Turkey’s abandonment of it `̀ zero-problems-with-our-neighbors´  ́
policy have all had a significant impact on the perception of security and stability challenges in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and the wider region. 
 
We will also explore how, over the last decade or so, natural gas exploration in the Eastern Mediterranean 
has become a significant issue for Greece and other countries in the region. The discovery of large natural 
gas reserves in the waters between Greece, Cyprus, Israel, and Egypt has led to increased competition and 
tensions among these countries, as well as with Turkey, which has also not only claimed rights to the 
reserves but also engaged in gunboat diplomacy to back up its claims. The endorsement of the expansionist 
`̀ Mavi Vatan´́  doctrine by the Turkish leadership, which advocates for the expansion of Turkey's influence 
in the Eastern Mediterranean at the cost of neighbouring countries, has led to increased tensions not only 
between Greece and Turkey, as they both have disputes over maritime boundaries and EEZs, but has also 
drawn in France, Egypt, and Libya. This has also led to increased efforts by Greece to strengthen its 
relationships with other countries in the region, such as Israel and Egypt, in order to protect its rights to the 
natural gas reserves, and increased lobbying efforts in Washington DC to enlist the support of key decision-
makers. 


