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The world faces increased global disorder, characterized by decline in the long-standing rules-
based international order. This situation already created a security environment more  complex 
and volatile than any we have experienced in recent memory. Inter-state strategic competition is 
now the primary concern in international security policy. Thus, the politics of ‘globalised 
consensus’ that have dominated world and international and security affairs since the Cold War 
effectively came to an end in Europe as the ‘little green men’ (Russian soldiers wearing no 
insignia) quietly seized key strategic buildings and border crossings in the Crimean peninsula at 
the start of March 2014. Since 2014 and by de facto declaring war on Ukraine in 2022, Russia has 
been violating the borders of Ukraine. Russia still tries to change its borders by force and 
stilloccupies territories of a nearby nation. However, peace and security in Europe can no longer 
be taken for granted in a world in which global and regional powers wage wars, try to change 
border lines by force, re-armand cyber-attacks escalate. 
On a global stage, a multipolar and interconnected international system is changing the nature of 
power: As a result, state power is becoming more fragile. Among the drivers for this are: state 
failure, illegal migration, conflict-torn regions, geopolitical challenges between rival states and 
proxy conflicts,changing demographics and population growth and embedded ethnic and 
economic inequalities. 
These challenges also shape the Mediterranean region. Additionally, this region still remains as 
one of the centre areas of global trade and security challenges. During the last years, huge rifts 
between NATO allies Greece and Turkey on islands and gas fields in the eastern Mediterranean 
became visible. Furthermore, the unresolved conflict between Greece and Turkey in Cyprus still 
challenges the regional security environment in the Mediterranean. At the NATO Summit in 
Brussels in July 2018, NATO expressed its commitment to building a stronger and more dynamic 
relationship with the Mediterranean Dialogue and Istanbul Cooperation Initiative partners, 
including to help them modernise their defence and security institutions. On July 11th, 2018, 
NATO declared full capability of its Regional Hub for the South in Naples. This Hub aims at 
contributing to the situational awareness and understanding of regional challenges, threats, and 
opportunities; supporting the collection management, and sharing of information; coordinating 
NATO’s activities in the South aimed at focusing a more strategic and coherent approach to the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA); and reaching out to partners.Furthermore, NATO had 
been building on the implementation of the Defence and related Security Capacity Building 
(DCB) assistance to Jordan in such priority areas as cyber defence; counter-improvised explosive 
devices; and civil preparedness and crisis management. Similarly in Tunisia, the DCB package was 
implemented mainly through education and training activities and the exchange of expertise and 
best practices. 
In parallel, China is trying to enhance its economic power policy in the Mediterranean. Chinese 
commercial interests in the Mediterranean – namely the construction and up-grading of port 
infrastructure – are surely the building blocks of its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the 
Maritime Silk Route vision facilitating its trade across Asia and Europe. However, the Chinese 
government no longer hesitates to underline European weaknesses and to position itself as an 
alternative market to Mediterranean countries. Through the implementation of the BRI, China 
could perhaps find an efficient way to better bridge its policies towards Africa, Europe and the 
Middle East. 
This presentation aims to elaborate the key drivers of geopolitical and geoeconomic competition 
in the Mediterranean. 
 


