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Abstract: "The Habsburg Empire in the long 19th Century and the Mediterranean". 

Although the Mediterranean was a determining factor in the identity of the Habsburg 
monarchy and was economically important, it has played a surprisingly minor role in research 

to date. Although a group led by Stefan Hanß and Dorothea McEwan published the seminal 
volume Habsburg Mediterranean (1500-1800) in 2021, which focuses on the Spanish 
Habsburgs and relations with the Ottoman Empire, the 19th century has been left out. Yet 

large parts of Italy, present-day Slovenia, and Croatia as far south as Montenegro belonged to 
the independent Empire of Austria-(Hungary) between 1815 and 1918. The free port of 

Trieste was the gateway to the Adriatic and thus to the Atlantic for the capital Vienna, and 
Pula was the base of the imperial and royal navy, which undertook "world voyages". The 
lecture analyzes the importance of the Mediterranean for the Habsburg Empire in the long 

19th century, regarding trade to the Middle East, North Africa and overseas, scientific 
expeditions and tourism; as in Abbazia (Opatija) and around Trieste, numerous splendid villas 

of the upper class were strung together. Even today they bear witness to the extent to which 
the mare nostrum was part of the Habsburg identity. 

Ursula Prutsch (short bio) 

Ursula Prutsch teaches U.S. and Latin American history at the LMU Munich. Her research 

focuses on populism, inter-American and transatlantic relations, U.S., Brazilian, and 
Argentine history, and (forced) migration from Central Europe to Latin America. She is co-
editor (with Heike Paul and Jürgen Gebhardt) of The Comeback of Populism. Transatlantic 

Perspectives (2019), author of Creating Good Neighbors? Die USA und Lateinamerika im 
Zweiten Weltkrieg (2008), Brasilien. Eine Kulturgeschichte (with Enrique Rodrigues Moura, 

2013), Eva Perón. Leben und Sterben einer Legende (2015), Populismus in den USA und 
Lateinamerika (2019), and Leopoldine von Habsburg (2022). 

Ursula Prutsch (Short Bio II) 

Ursula Prutsch, born in Graz, Austria, teaches U.S. and Latin American history at LMU 
Munich. Her research focuses on the history of the United States, Brazil, and Argentina from 

the 19th to the 21st century, nation-building, populism, and inter-American and transatlantic 
relations. She is a member of the Bavarian America Academy and chair of Latin America 

Research Austria (LAF). 

 


