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Since the beginning of the 20th century, the Mediterranean has been a fundamental 

geographical space in Spain's foreign policy, in which international, colonial and security 

interests vital to the country were concentrated. However, for most of the century, Spain's 

Mediterranean policy was limited to being a Moroccan policy, with a strong defensive 

component projected towards the South from the axis formed by the Balearic Islands, the 

Strait of Gibraltar and the Canary Islands. 

Spain adopted a true Mediterranean policy only with the recovery of democracy from 1976, 

after the end of the Franco dictatorship. The fundamental requirement for this “Mediterranean 

turn” to emerge was the insertion of Spain in Atlantic (NATO) and European (EEC) 

multilateral cooperation schemes between 1982 and 1986. From these new international 

anchors, the governments of Madrid re-imagined the role of Spain as bridge and bridgehead 

between both shores of the Mediterranean thanks to the fact that its southern borders were 

now borders of the European Community and of the Atlantic Alliance. At the same time, the 

collective imaginaries and the politics of Spain as a Mediterranean country were transformed 

under the double impact of the Cold War in its terminal phase and the transition to a new 

world order, and the growing complexity of the Mediterranean agenda in which very diverse 

political, security, migratory, economic, environmental and cultural elements converged that 

led to reviewing the strategies and scale of Spain's relationship with the Maghreb. 

 

Security continued to be at the center of Spain's new Mediterranean policy, but for the first 

time this objective was addressed as part of the Europeanization of the foreign and security 

policy of the EEC/EU. Spain assumed a proactive role in the Mediterranean, inserting its 

action in the path that began with the Global Mediterranean Policy launched in 1972, 

continued and rectified with the renewed Mediterranean Policy of the 1990s, and 

consummated in the Barcelona Process in 1995, in the that Spain acted with a decided leading 

role. Through this Mediterranean shift in its foreign policy, Spain reformulated its identity 

and wanted to establish itself as a European country in the Mediterranean region, and not a 

Mediterranean country in Europe. 
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