
The Ottoman Empire

The Ottoman state was established around 1300 as a small frontier principality which devoted
itself to the gaza, Holy War, on the frontiers of the Seljukid Sultanate in Anatolia and of
the Byzantine Empire. The Ottomans followed governmental traditions of earlier Turkic and
Islamic states of near east and middle Asia. They successfully accommodated different religious,
cultural, and ethnic elements. By the end of the 16th century, the Ottomans, with their tradition
in governmental administration, economic structure, land and military system was one of the
strongest world powers which deserved attention.
The Ottoman expansion started in the Balkans by the middle of the 14th century and resulted
in strong opposition by the central European powers. The struggle began on a large scale when
the Ottomans, taking advantage of the divisions arising from the appearance of Protestantism
and national monarchies in Europe, launched a series of sustained attacks against the Habsburgs
in Central Europe and the Mediterranean. During the period 1528-78, the Ottomans pursued an
active diplomacy in Europe. In addition to concerted military expeditions, the Ottomans supported
friendly nations in Europe by granting commercial privileges. Another activity of the Ottoman
diplomacy at this time was to avoid a two front war. In particular, the Ottomans did not wish
to go into was with Iran when engaged in Western Europe. The treaty of Zsitva-Törok with the
Habsburgs in 1606 represents the beginning of the decline in the Ottoman Empire. Following that
in the same century the Ottoman monetary system collapsed and the European powers replaced
Venetians in the Levant. The main Ottoman retreat started by the failure of the second siege of
Vienna after which the Ottomans started reform movements which continued for the next two
hundred years. [1]

[1] In the construction of the abstract some information is taken from An Economic and Social History of the
Ottoman Empire, 1300-1914. Ed. By H. İnalcık & D. Quataert, Cambridge 1994, pp. 8-25.


