
Who are you? 

Ceren Yılmaz: My name is Ceren Yılmaz and I am 21 years old. I come from Izmir, 

which is on the Turkish Aegean coast. I am doing my one-semester Erasmus course 

at the University of Hildesheim. I would like to stay here a little longer for my semester 

abroad so that I can come into more contact with German culture and language. 

Unfortunately, at my home university it is the rule that you only get an Erasmus grant 

for one semester. Nevertheless, it is nice that you have the opportunity to study abroad 

and get to know new scientific views and compare them with your knowledge from your 

home university. I think it is a wonderful experience. 

At my home university, I am studying translation and interpreting in Turkish and 

German. Here I am studying International Communication and Translation (IKÜ).  A 

new challenge for me is that either I translate here from German into English or vice 

versa, while at my university I only translate German into Turkish, i.e. into my mother 

tongue. I particularly like this challenge of my semester abroad because it improves 

both foreign languages at the same time. 

Lucia Haverkamp: My name is Lucia Haverkamp and I am 26 years old. I have been 

at the University of Hildesheim since 2015. I have been studying English and 

Geography for a master’s degree for a year. Additionally, I have also been abroad for 

another year. I had to spend at least three months abroad on my course, so I found a 

host family in Great Britain and worked there as an au pair for a year. Before my year 

abroad, I was also a self-employed. However, you become more independent and 

learn to take on more responsibility. When I was taking care of children, the pandemic 

was only at the beginning, so I was teaching the children completely from home. As a 

result, my English skills have improved significantly and I have gained practical 

experience for my future profession. 

Why are you a part of the Buddy Program? 

Lucia Haverkamp: I do not even know when I started the Buddy Program. I think it 

was 2017. I had a Buddy partner every semester that I spent in Germany. I am still in 

contact with my first Buddy partner. I think it is nice that you are still in contact, despite 

the distance and the many years that have passed. 

I particularly like the international contact in this program. Otherwise, you are often only 

attached to your German environment. However, as a Buddy I had many people who 



come from different corners of the world. Therefore, I get to know very different cultures 

and countries in my home country. I am always fascinated by the way they talk about 

their countries with their words, how is it going in their countries, universities, families 

... In order to be able to continue to experience this international exchange, I stayed in 

this program. 

Ceren Yılmaz: I am a part of the Buddy Program because the University of Hildesheim 

offered me this opportunity as an Erasmus student. It was a great relief for me because 

I was visiting Germany for the first time and the foreign study system was a big hurdle 

for me. Therefore, I could do everything without panic with the help of Lucia. That is 

why I find the Buddy Program very helpful from the point of view of an Erasmus student. 

How was your first meeting? 

Ceren Yılmaz: I had to stay in quarantine for the first few days. My Buddy partner, 

Lucia, was with me during this phase too. She did the shopping for me and put the stuff 

in front of the door. After my quarantine obligation, we met and got to know each other 

closely. We only spoke in English at the beginning, because she can speak English 

very fluently and I found it easier to speak English than German. Now we are used to 

it. We only speak in German so that I can overcome my inhibitions in the German 

language and improve my German skills. 

There is a stereotype about Germans in Turkey. ´´The Germans are cold people´´. 

Before I met Lucia, I thought maybe this cliché could be true. Maybe people in 

Germany do not joke very often or they do not even laugh at my jokes. However, my 

impression was very different. The people from Germany and my helpful Buddy partner 

were always very nice to me and they always had a big smile. 

How would your semester abroad be without your Buddy? 

Ceren Yılmaz: It would most likely be very difficult without my Buddy partner. She had 

helped me a lot since the beginning of my semester abroad. She answered all of my 

questions with great patience. I consider myself very lucky to have her as my Buddy 

partner. 

Did you take part in the events of the International Office?                                                   

Ceren Yılmaz: Yes, we took part in the intercultural workshop and the Welcome Week. 

Thanks to these online events, I got to know some Erasmus students, even though I 

was still in Turkey at that time. 



Lucia Haverkamp: I also thought the events were nice. They also made the first 

contact and the organization a lot easier, because we were sent to small rooms in 

online events and we were able to swap our numbers. It is much faster than writing 

emails back and forth and we had the opportunity to plan our first day. 

What would your tips be for other Buddies? 

Lucia Haverkamp: The local Buddies can take care of handing over the keys as early 

as possible, because the dormitories answer the e-mail quite late. Otherwise, I had no 

problem communicating with the Buddies. The second point I can recommend to local 

Buddies is always to ask their Buddy if he or she needs help. My Buddy partner from 

this year is very open and she asks questions when she gets my help. But I have often 

had the experience in the past that some are too shy to ask the questions. I have 

always said that I like to explain it and that I am very familiar with the issues that are 

difficult for foreign students. For example, I am very happy to explain LSF, because I 

have been at the University of Hildesheim for six years and now I know it by heart. I 

signed up for this program knowing that questions may be asked of me.  

What was the most interesting thing about your meeting? 

Lucia Haverkamp: I do not think I have ever had to explain as many German proverbs 

as milking mice, for example. I thought it was funny that I always explained some 

proverbs and did not know where they came from. 

Ceren Yılmaz: Every moment with Lucia is beautiful and fun. I cannot limit myself to a 

moment. What I do not forget when I first saw her I thought, wow how longhair she 

has, like Rapunzel. 

Was there anything that surprised you about your Buddy's culture? 

 Lucia Haverkamp: Yes, Ceren once chatted me a message that she would like to go 

shopping at 7 p.m. I was surprised and said that you do not go shopping in Hildesheim 

at 7 p.m. because the shops are closed. Little did I know that the shops in Turkey close 

very late. 

Thank you for your time and good luck in the next semesters. 

 


