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Terms and Conditions of the 2026 Ideas Competition

1. Aim of the competition

The Competence Lab for Entrepreneurship and Transfer (KET) at the University of
Hildesheim and the HAWK Start-up Centre at the University of Applied Sciences and Arts
Hildesheim/Holzminden/Géttingen (HAWK) are jointly organising the 2026 Ideas Competition.
The aim of the Ideas Competition is to provide a platform for promising concepts and to
support them on their path to practical implementation — with the aim of making a sustainable
contribution to society. Whether it's a smart app, a creative product or a forward-looking
service: all ideas that impress with their innovative spirit and commitment are welcome.

2. Who can take part?

The competition is open to all students, staff and alumni of the University of Hildesheim and
HAWK Hildesheim/Holzminden/Goéttingen. However, your university degree or your last
employment at the university subject to social security contributions must not have been more
than five years ago. Both teams as well as individuals are eligible to participate, provided that at
least one person meets the above requirements. Only one submission is permitted per
individual or team.

Only original ideas may be submitted to the ideas competition. By participating, you confirm
that the idea has not yet been transformed into a formal business start-up at the time of
submitting the concept outline. You also confirm that the idea has not already won a prize in
another ideas competition and that the project has not previously received public funding.

Participation is free of charge. Any expenses incurred cannot be reimbursed.

3. Assessment

The submitted concept outlines will be evaluated by an independent and voluntary jury, which
will also determine the rankings. The decision is binding on all participants.

All services provided by the University of  Hildesheim  and HAWK
Hildesheim/Holzminden/Gdéttingen, the jury and other partners in the course of the evaluation
are subject to the following limitation of liability: The aforementioned parties shall only be liable
in cases of intent and gross negligence. In cases of slight negligence, the aforementioned
parties shall only be liable for breaches of material contractual obligations
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(cardinal obligations) and only for typically foreseeable damage. Liability for damages resulting
from injury to life, limb or health remains unaffected. Despite the careful selection of experts,
neither university can guarantee the accuracy of all information provided.

4. Obligations of participants

Participants in the Ideas Competition organised by the KET at the University of Hildesheim and
HAWK Grindung are warmly invited to take advantage of the universities’ individual start-up
advisory services. It is also strongly recommended that participants attend the accompanying
events organised by both universities in connection with the ideas competition, including
information and matching sessions, an ideas workshop and, where applicable, pitch training.
The organisers are expected to announce by mid-June which participants have been
nominated for the ideas competition and are therefore eligible to take part in the pitch training
and the awards ceremony. All nominees are required to create a pitch video and attend pitch
training. Further details regarding the pitch videos and pitch training will follow with the
announcement of the nominations.

5. Prizes and awards

The prizes offered are voluntary awards in recognition of the participants’ achievements.
Participation does not confer a legal entitlement to the prizes. The prizes will be awarded by
the jury. The decision is binding on the participants.

6. Registration

Participation in the competition is free of charge. Registration is non-binding and does not
create an obligation to submit an entry or to participate in the events. Registration must be
made by email to ket@uni-hildesheim.de in German or English. In addition to a
completed registration form, an idea sketch must be submitted; these should be combined into
a single PDF file per person or team and sent by email. The registration deadline is Sunday, 7
June 2026, 23:59 (CEST).

Please refer to the PDF form “Registration form and idea sketch guide” on the ideas
competition website at: https://www.uni-hildesheim.de/kompetenzwerkstatt-
fuer-entrepreneurship-und-transfer/ideenwettbewerb/ideenwettbewerb-2026

Where registration is made on behalf of a team, the person submitting the registration on
behalf of the team thereby confirms that they have been authorised to do so by the other team
members and that the other team members also agree to these terms and conditions. A
person is not permitted to participate in more than one competition team at the same time. It is
possible to enter the competition again with the same idea in subsequent years. However, this
is subject to the condition that the idea has demonstrably been further developed in the
meantime and has not already been awarded a prize in the final (awards ceremony) of the
ideas competition or another competition.
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7. Payment of prize money & financial information

Any prizes obtained through participation in the competition are subject to tax in accordance
with German tax law. The payment of prize money to employees of the University of
Hildesheim and HAWK may constitute taxable income. The responsibility for assessing any tax
and social security obligations lies with the human resources departments of the University of
Hildesheim and HAWK Hildesheim/Holzminden/Gdéttingen, meaning that for all university
employees, payment is generally made via the payroll system. Payments to students and third
parties are not taxed by the universities. However, all prize money paid out must be reported to
the tax authorities under the so-called Notification Ordinance. The profit made is your success
and remains yours.

Should losses be incurred in the course of participating in the competition, the participants
shall bear these themselves. Before any significant losses occur, the start-up advisors at the
KET of the University of Hildesheim or HAWK Grindung should be contacted.

8. Liability for unlawful submissions

Participants warrant that the submitted entries do not infringe the rights of third parties.
Submissions containing right-wing extremist, fascist, pornographic or violence-glorifying
content, or which infringe copyright, trademark and labelling rights, other industrial property
rights, personal rights or other third-party rights, or which otherwise contravene applicable law,
may not be submitted. The University  of  Hildesheim and HAWK
Hildesheim/Holzminden/Gottingen accept no liability for unlawful submissions.

9. Consent to photography and filming, press relations

In the event of a nomination, participants agree in principle to cooperate, to a reasonable
extent, with measures relating to the competition presentation and public relations. This
includes — subject to prior agreement with the organisers — the production of a pitch video to
present their own idea as part of the competition.

Furthermore, participants consent to photographs, audio and video recordings being made and
published of them during the awards ceremony and other events related to the ideas
competition.

10. Data Protection

In the context of participation in the ideas competition, participants’ personal data will be
collected and processed. This includes, in particular, the information required for the
organisation, conduct and administration of the competition. Data processing is carried out
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exclusively for these purposes on the basis of Article 6(1)(e) of the GDPR in conjunction with
the relevant provisions of the Lower Saxony Higher Education Act or — where applicable —
on the basis of consent pursuant to Article 6(1)(a) of the GDPR. Both universities are joint
controllers for this purpose within the meaning of Article 26 of the GDPR.

Personal data will not be disclosed to third parties as a matter of principle, unless this is
necessary for the conduct of the competition or there is a legal obligation to do so. Personal
data will only be stored for as long as is necessary for the conduct and administration of the
competition. The data will then be deleted, provided that no statutory retention obligations
prevent this.

The full data protection policy of the University of Hildesheim can be accessed at
https://www.uni-hildesheim.de/datenschutz/. The HAWK’s data protection policy can be found
at:_https://www.hawk.de/de/rechtliches/datenschutzerklaerung.

11. Legal recourse

German law applies. Legal recourse is excluded in respect of both the evaluation of your ideas
and the awarding of prizes.

12. Continued validity

The organisers reserve the right to amend or cancel the competition for good cause. Should
any individual provisions of these terms and conditions be or become invalid, this shall not
affect the validity of the remaining provisions.

By entering the competition, you agree to the above terms.

Contact for enquiries regarding the ideas competition:

KET — Competence Lab for Entrepreneurship and Transfer
Email: ket@uni-hildesheim.de

University of Hildesheim

Bahnhofsallee 15, 31134 Hildesheim

Germany

The Competence Lab for Entrepreneurship and Transfer at the University of Hildesheim is funded until 2028 by the
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the State of Lower Saxony.
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