
Tuesday, March 18

09:30-10:30 Arrival & Opening of the Workshop

10:30-12:00 Keynote Address

Bruce Janz: Thinking in Place and With Place

My work on place has been collected in two different and My work on place has been collected in two different and 
largely separate research projects. The first is familiar to 
audiences in African and cultural philosophy and is what I call 
“philosophy-in-place”. It is simply the attempt to answer the 
question “What is it to do philosophy in this (African) place?”, 
and moves the discussion about the identity of philosophy 
from finding necessary and sufficient conditions of Africanity 
and of philosophicality, to the idea that philosophical concepts 
and questions emerge from the lived experience of people, 
and must be understood as a form of striving to create a 
conceptual, affective, and lived future. The second is familiar 
to geographers, architects, social scientists, and others, and 
focuses on the wide range of meanings and uses we have for 
concepts of place and space and related terms. Place and 
space, as concepts, do not do the same kind of work in 
different disciplinary or intellectual places (sometimes even different disciplinary or intellectual places (sometimes even 
in the same discipline), and understanding the differences 
helps to see why both place and space have seen such a 
strong renaissance in many disciplines in the past couple of 
decades. 
In this talk, I bring these two programs of research on place In this talk, I bring these two programs of research on place 
and space together to think about how philosophy-in-place 
depends on a clear sense of what we mean and intend to 
accomplish when we talk about place. The goal will be to 
outline some place-based conceptual approaches that can 
enrich the discussion of cultural philosophy in general and 
African philosophy in particular.

10:30-12:00 Lunch Break10:30-12:00 Lunch Break

14:00-18:00 Panel 1: Publishing Houses and Journals

African philosophies have been significantly shaped by African philosophies have been significantly shaped by 
publishing houses and journals that have played crucial roles 
in establishing and advancing discourse within this field. 
Names and traditions are canonical and sometimes 
controversial. This panel will invite members of editorial 
teams from influential publishing institutions to share 
insights into their respective histories and the pivotal part 
they have played in constituting African philosophy as a they have played in constituting African philosophy as a 

discourse. Through engaging conversations, we aim to show 
the contributions of these publishing platforms in providing a 
space for critical thought, creative expression, and 
intellectual exchange.

Romuald Fonkoua: Présence Africaine
Abraham Olivier: South African Journal of Philosophy
Oriare Nyarwath: Oriare Nyarwath: Thought and Practice: A Journal of the 
Philosophical Association of Kenya
Moderator: Abbed Kanoor

Wednesday, March 19
 
09:00-12:00 Panel 2: Teaching African Philosophies

Pedagogical approaches to African philosophies deserve a Pedagogical approaches to African philosophies deserve a 
thorough examination, particularly within African academic 
institutions: To what extent are African thinkers and their 
works represented in the curricula of philosophy 
departments? Which resources and languages are 
essentially consulted and represented? Furthermore, what 
are the implications and challenges of teaching African 
philosophies in non-African academies? Are these 
philosophies integrated into other academic disciplines than 
philosophy? What interdisciplinary issues arise in such 
contexts? To gain a comprehensive understanding of these 
interrogations, the workshop will bring together a range of 
perspectives from various linguistic and geographic regions. 
These diverse viewpoints will offer valuable insights and 
assessments, promoting a dialogue on the teaching and 
mediation of African philosophies in contemporary academia.

Simphiwe Sesanti (South Africa): Teaching Ancient Egyptian 
Philosophy: A Decolonising and Re-Africanisation Act
Dorothy Oluwagbemi-Jacob (Nigeria): The Opportunities and 
Challenges of Teaching African Philosophies
Bado Ndoye (Senegal): Teaching Philosophy in Senegal: An Bado Ndoye (Senegal): Teaching Philosophy in Senegal: An 
Experience of Decolonizing the Minds
Mohamed Lachhab (Morocco):
The Philosophy Curriculum in Moroccan Universities    
Alena Rettová (Germany):
Teaching African Philosophy: Prague, London, Bayreuth
Moderator: Anke Graneß

12:00-14:00 Lunch Break12:00-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-18:00 Teaching African Philosophies Roundtable

Thursday, March 20

10:00-12:00 Sightseeing in Hildesheim

12:00-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-17:30 Panel 3: Institutions of Philosophy in Africa

Part 1: Philosophical Associations

The role of institutions is significant when examining the The role of institutions is significant when examining the 
connections and fragmentation of African philosophies, both 
from a historical and topological perspectives. Nonetheless, 
an institutional history of African philosophy still remains to 
be written and further investigated. The panel is divided into 
two parts. The first session puts into focus philosophical 
societies. These are of particular interest as they represent 
autonomous communities that contribute to the diverse 
landscape of African philosophical discourse. The experts of 
different associations will give insights in the historical 
making of their particular institution and the contemporary 
challenges of the particular institution and its regional 
context. By examining these institutional dynamics, we can 
gain valuable insights into the broader context and orders of 
knowledge in which African philosophies have evolved and 
flourished.

Ike Odimegwu (African Philosophy Society):
African Philosophy Society (APS): Responding to the needs and 
challenges of contemporary African philosophy
Abosede Ipadeola (League of African Women Philosophers):
“Concerted Synergy, Amplified Impact”: The Motivation Behind “Concerted Synergy, Amplified Impact”: The Motivation Behind 
Convening African Women Philosophers
Ouandé Armand Regnima (L‘Association Ivoirienne des 
Professeurs de Philosophie): Philosophical Institutions and 
Development of Philosophy in Africa: The Case of the Ivoirian 
Association of Philosophy Professors (AIPP)
Moderator: Monika Christine Rohmer

18:00-20:00 Film Screening18:00-20:00 Film Screening

20:00-21:30 Buffet
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discourses? Which concepts and broader programmatic 
currents or schools of thought have gained influence in 
different places (Pan-Africanism, Négritude, Africana 
philosophy, Afrofuturism, Amefricanidade, etc.)? How do 
African Philosophy and African Studies intersect in the 
respective settings? By engaging with these questions, the 
panel adds layers of complexity to African philosophizing. It 
takes various diasporic situations into account and by doing 
so it complicates the panorama of philosophizing in a 
globalized world.

Adilbênia Freire Machado (Brazil): Travessias com Filosofias 
Africanas desde o Brasil: Ancestralidade, correntes e 
perspectivas
Abosede Ipadeola (Germany): African Diasporism: 
Philosophical Perspectives on Identity and Culture?
Abosede Ipadeola (Germany): African Diasporism: 
Philosophical Perspectives on Identity and Culture?
Elísio Macamo (Switzerland):
Self-discovery, Bad Faith and the Diaspora Condition
Albert Kasanda (Czech Republic): The Struggle for Identity and 
Recognition. A Narrative from the Dominican Republic and 
Mexico
Moderator: Lara HofnerModerator: Lara Hofner

Saturday, March 22

09:00-12:00 Roundtable
‘Philosophizing in a Globalized World’
One of the core tasks of the Center for Advanced Studies One of the core tasks of the Center for Advanced Studies 
“Philosophizing in a Globalized World – Historical and 
Systematic Perspectives” is to create a digital, openly 
accessible encyclopaedia of philosophical practices and 
“works” in various languages, especially non-European 
languages. Contrary to common and prevailing views within 
the discipline (e.g. that philosophy has its origins in Europe 
alone and is therefore essentially a European tradition), the 
center takes a polylogical approach to the concept of 
philosophy and the order of knowledge in philosophy. In the 
first four years, we will focus primarily on philosophical 
currents in Africa and Latin America. The center works 
together with international fellows on the challenges facing 
philosophy as a discipline today. We would like to initiate a 
discussion for the conception and implementation of the 
research project, informed by the findings of the international research project, informed by the findings of the international 
workshop “Places of African Philosophies”.

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break
13:00-14:00 Closing of the Workshop

Friday, March 21

09:00-12:00 Panel 3: Institutions of Philosophy in Africa
Part 2: Religious Institutions as Sites of African Philosophy

The second part of the panel focuses on the ambivalent The second part of the panel focuses on the ambivalent 
relationship between religious institutions and philosophical 
practice in Africa. With examples from three different 
contexts, the historical and contemporary place of the 
Catholic Church as a site of African philosophy will be 
discussed. By highlighting the institutional role, the session 
aims at contributing to the continuous debate on religion and 
philosophy from a refreshing angle.

Christiana Idika (Universität Erfurt, Universität Mainz): 
Journey of Reason, Tradition and Normativity: Analysing the 
Complex Interplay of Catholicism and African Philosophy

Commentator: Dominic N. Ekweariri (Universität Münster) 

Ernest-Marie Mbonda (Université catholique de l‘Afrique Ernest-Marie Mbonda (Université catholique de l‘Afrique 
centrale, Université du Québec): L'évolution de l'enseignement 
de la philosophie africaine dans les institutions religieuses au 
Cameroun

Moderator: Monika Christine Rohmer

12:00-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-18:00 Panel 4: African Philosophies of the Diaspora

Diasporic contexts raise important questions on the nature of Diasporic contexts raise important questions on the nature of 
African philosophies and its representations, teaching, and 
dissemination. This panel offers an encounter of 
manifestations of African philosophies away from the 
continent, with a special focus on Brazil and Europe. 
Significant, on the one hand, are structural power 
asymmetries that exert influence regarding the respective 
places and its people. Among these are e.g. material divides 
rooted in slavery and colonialism that go back to the 
plantation and the rise of capitalism, identity and language 
questions and the intersecting regimes of discrimination, 
violence and exclusion. On the other hand, there are different 
histories and contexts of (forced) displacement and mobility 
that determine on how African places are conceived in the 
respective philosophies. These considerations raise several 
questions: Are diasporic forms of African philosophies questions: Are diasporic forms of African philosophies 
distinct from those of the continent – and if yes, how? From 
which sources do these draw inspiration and why? What role 
does Blackness as a categorical marker play in the respective 
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