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Abstract: 
One of the greatest challenges within and beyond the borderlines of the European Union 
consists of successful negotiations aiming at a mutual understanding about socio-economic, 
political, and judicial affairs in spite of speakers’ multilingual origins. In order to meet such 
multilingual demands, educational and vocational training programmes are expected to 
enhance a wide array of Ln literacy competencies. Evidence-based data of language 
assessment and evaluation are supposed to answer questions like, which program is worth 
being continued or which changes have to be made. 
Against this background, our symposium is dedicated to one of the most controversial 
research issues of assessment and evaluation: whereas learners’ output knowledge can be 
tested by all kinds of approaches, to date learners’ outcomes have hardly been seized on. The 
difference to be made originates from action- and knowledge-based theories of competencies 
that have been framed by Immanuel Kant’s concepts of education: the output corresponds to 
formative knowledge (“Ausbildungswissen”), which basically covers declarative knowledge 
features enabling its users to develop a “determinative judgementability” (“determinierende 
Urteilskraft”). The capability to apply formative knowledge to different (learning) situations 
and, if necessary, to adapt new varieties of already established knowledge structures usually is 
identified as orientational knowledge (“Bildungswissen”), which directly relates to the so-
called outcomes and bears on a “reflexive judgementability” (“reflektierende Urteilskraft”). 
Naturally, such literal or figurative transfers between different domains of knowledge emerge, 
if ever, as mid-term or long-term effects of formative processes and individual experiences 
being part of life-long learning. Therefore, the oral and written literacy competencies being at 
issue in our symposium, will be investigated from a diachronic and synchronic perspective by 
taking hold of process data in connection with summative evaluations. As a consequence, the 
proposed presentations mostly combine qualitative methods (ethnographic enquiry, peer 
observations, group discussions, interviews on learning biographies, assessment dialogues, 
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tests of first/second language pragmatics, document/discourse analysis) with quantitative 
approaches (various competence models; scaling of multi-contingent perspectives). 
The diachronic and synchronic research principles also reflect the arrangement of the 
proposed presentations: whereas the symposium starts with two talks on young learners’ 
achievements (L1, L2) providing interesting insights into various points of transition from 
output knowledge to literacy outcomes, the following papers try to capture literacy outcomes 
from the perspective of adult learners being enrolled in BA-/MA-studies for different 
occupational fields (teaching, public relations, banking/business). The gap between 
elementary and higher education will be closed by the afore-mentioned retrospective data. 
Further differentiations of the proficiency levels are yielded by way of drawing comparisons 
between achievements in different languages (English as L1, French as L2) or as a result of 
having attended online or off-line courses (German as a Foreign Language), and basic and 
advanced literacy courses (English as L1, L2). All papers will critically outline the chances 
and constraints of testing skills that are required outside of institutional learning contexts (cf. 
outcomes).  
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